
 
 
 
 

Topic Mat Year 7 
Term 1 

English - Skellig 

This term the pupils will start a new book, called Skellig.  In this book the main 

character Michael moves into a crumbling, old house with an ancient garage that he 

cannot resist going into, he encounters a mysterious creature named Skellig. Slowly 

they come to trust and care for each other and help each other through the most 

difficult phase of their lives. Throughout this book the pupils will also consolidate their 

understanding and use of:  

• Composing sentences orally before writing them down. 

• Using ‘and’ to join words and clauses. 

• Identifying and using questions marks. 

• Ensure a consistency of letter size. 

• Use neat handwriting that sits on the line. 

• Re-Read their work to check it makes sense. 

• Discuss their own writing with others and suggest possible changes. 

Key Words  

Empathy, moving, adjective, Michael, Mina, baby, house, garage, school, home-
schooled, anxious, worried, hear, see, smell, taste, feel, creature, poem, evolution, 
predict 
 

PSHE: Self-Awareness 

• Know about ground rules and why they are important to us 

• Know about themselves and recognise their qualities and skills 

• Know how to form positive relationships and understand different 

relationships people may have. 

• Know about kind/unkind behaviours and how this can impact us. 

• Know what makes a good friend and how to resolve friendship problems. 

Key Words  

Ground Rules, Self-Awareness, groups, clubs, belong, outsider, talents, skills, 
qualities, apologise, solve, argument, 
 
 



Maths  

This term students will explore the topic ‘number properties and calculations’. This 

includes 

• Adding numbers using a number line or column method  

• Subtracting numbers using a number line or column method  

• Rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000  

• Multiply numbers using arrays and times table facts  

• Begin to divide using the bus stop method  

• Using negative numbers 

Key Words  

Sum, addition, subtraction, rounding, multiples, multiply, divide, inverse, negative 

Food 

Pupils will be learning how to make a selection of Party foods. 
They will learn how to work correcting and safely in the Food Prep room and how 
to present the work.  They will evaluate what they have made each week and 
learn about clearing away and washing up. They will also learn about taste testing 
and analysing flavours of tropical fruits, crisps and smoothies.  
Key Words  
Ingredients, Evaluation, Equipment, Baking, Time, Methods, Equipment 

 
 

RE/Careers 

This term pupils will begin learning about Careers.  The focus of the term will be Team 

work.  As a class they will be working together to develop their soft employability skills 

which will also help support their interactions with others in and out of school.  They 

will be focusing on the following skills: 

 

• To know how to work with others in a positive way 

• To know how to work with others behaving appropriately 

• To know how to work with others by being on time and reliable 

• To know how to work with others for taking responsibility for completing my 

tasks 

• To know how to work with others by supporting others if I can 

• To know how to work with others by understanding and respecting diversity, 

others cultures, beliefs and backgrounds 

Key Words 

Career, Job, Similar, Different, Pathway, Teamwork, reflect 

 
 
 
 

PE 
Students will be developing their gymnastics skills this term, the unit will 
covering the following aspects of learning:  

• Students know how to co-operate sensibly to provide a safe, quiet 
working environment 

• Students know two ways to be safe during a gymnastics lesson. 

• Students know how to perform a one point, two point, three point and 

four point balance with a range of variation. 

• Students know how to make different shapes with their bodies. 

• Students know how to share space unselfishly to enable self and others 

to work properly and safely. 

• Students know how to practice, repeat, adapt and try to improve. 

• Students know how to learn safe traditional skills such as a forward roll, 

vaults and balances. 

• Students know how to plan a sequence using the apparatus. 

• Students know how to explore different means of jumping balancing and 

taking weight on hands. 

Key Words  
Safety, Waiting, Climbing, Rolling, Apparatus, ‘Stop’, Forward roll, One point, 

two point, three point and four point balance, Holding balance, Shape, 

Pointing, Share, Space, Vault, Roll, Balance, Apparatus, Adapt, Repeat 



Science 

This term students will be introduced to learning within the science room as well as the 

topic of Interdependence and Movement which will cover the following: 

• Organisms in a food web (decomposers, producers and consumers) depend on 

each other for nutrients. So, a change in one population leads to changes in 

others.  

• The population of a species is affected by the number of its predators and prey, 

disease, pollution and competition between individuals for limited resources 

such as water and nutrients.  

• Insects are needed to pollinate food crops. 

• The different mechanical parts that allow the body to move- bones, muscles, 

tendons, ligaments 

• How muscles work in pairs 

• There are different types of joint- hinge, ball and socket 

• How to keep the skeleton healthy 

Key Words  

Food web, Food chain, Ecosystem, Environment, Population, Producer, Consumer, 

Decomposer, Skeleton, muscle, tendon, ligaments, Joint 

Art 

Pupils will be studying a Textiles Unit with the theme of Transport. 

They will learn about different types of transport and how to use a viewfinder to 

create symmetrical patterns. 

They will learn about different sewing techniques to create a Textile bag.                                  

 
Key Words 
Transport, Mood board, Research, Thumbnails, Discussion, Symmetrical, 

Images, Transport, Layout, Demonstration, Viewfinder, Abstract, Pattern, Tone. 

Music 

Pupils will be studying the Unit of Abba songs. 

They will use different warm up games to understand Mamma Mia, Dancing Queen, 

The winner takes it all, Waterloo, Super Trooper and Thank you for the music.                                            

They will learn about the dimensions of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc.), singing and 

playing instruments and how they are all linked.  They will also learn about 

improvisation and how to perform a song to peers. 

Key Words  

Abba, Pulse, Beats, Sing, Vocal, Instrumental, Genre, compose, language, improvise, 

performance 

Humanities 
History and Geography are taught in termly rotation.  This term pupils will be 
focusing on Geography: What is Weather and Climate? 
 
In this unit pupils will learn how weather changes daily and the impact this has as 
they compare it to the climate of a region.  The key knowledge covered is: 

• To know the difference between weather and climate  

• To know  how we measure weather  

• To know why and how it rains  

• To know how wet weather and sunny weather happens  

• To know what the climate of the UK  

• To know how climate varies across the world.   

Key Words 
Weather; Climate; rain gauge; thermometer; wind speed; pressure; anticyclone; 
cyclone; precipitation 



 ICT: Clear messaging in digital media 

• Choose search terms relating to a particular issue 
 - Identify key features of a good poster 
 - Use tools to copy an image into another application 

• -Choose and download a suitable image 
 - Create a poster using a desktop publishing application 
 - Plan a poster to clearly convey a message 

• -Choose how to combine text and graphics in a slide 
 - Modify a logo using a graphic editing program 
 - Use digital tools to provide feedback on design choices 

• Modify a logo so that it fits in with the planned slide styles 
 - Plan a consistent layout for a set of slides 
 - Create a styled set of slides based on a plan 

• -Evaluate content against a rubric 
 - Search for and add a suitable image 
 - Search for suitable text for slides 

• Evaluate your work against a rubric 
 - Explain your work to others through a presentation  
- Plan how to deliver a presentation 

Key Words: search, poster, copy, paste, plan, text, graphic, design, presentation 

Assembly Topics 
 
Term 1 will focus on the Fundamental British Values.  The topic of each week is 
shown below: 

• British Values – Democracy 

• British Values – Individual Liberty 

• British Values – Mutual Respect 

• British Values - Tolerance 

• British Values – Prevent  

• British Values – Rule of law 

 

 


