
St Mary’s Newsletter — Term 3 2022-2022

Message from Natalie Edwards, 
Principal

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to our Newsletter, we have had a really fun term. The 
school has participated in a football tournament where we 
achieved great success and, most importantly, the pupils’ 
behaviour and attitudes were exemplary, demonstrating fairness, 
team spirit and inclusivity (see included photos).

The school has also participated in national events including 
Children's Mental Health Week and Safer Internet Day. The pupils 
did a series of focused activities and we have had some helpful 
and informative discussions around these really important topics. 
Please take a look at our website for further resources to support 
your child with online safety.

St Mary's was selected to participate in a workshop delivered by 
Bollo Sound and Vision Project. The Project develops new ways to 
engage young people with new approaches to creativity. The 
pupils that participated learnt about the music and traditions of 
the tribe, and the workshop ended with a performance from our 
pupils which parents and carers came into school to watch. The 
pupils were amazing, they engaged and behaved beautifullydoing 
St Mary's proud!

On Monday 30th January we welcomed Coombe Valley 
Countryside Park Team into school who delivered environmental 
outdoor education sessions to our Year 8 and 9 pupils (see 
included photos and write up of the day).

All parents/carers have received information regarding the 
school’s Easter holiday provision; a reminder that the deadline for 
expressing an interest is Friday 24th February 2023.

In amongst all of these wonderful events we have celebrated this 
term, we had our annual visit from Ofsted for the Residential 
Provision! Our residential pupils met with the inspection team 
during this process and we are so proud of each and everyone of 
them for their behaviour and showing the inspection team what 
wonderful young people they are!

Next term we have many exciting events planned for the pupils. A 
highlight will be the school’s participation in National Careers 
Week which will include a day off timetable focusing on different 
jobs and roles. If any parent or carer would like to volunteer to 
visit the school and talk to our pupils about their particular career, 
please get in touch.

I hope you and your families have the most wonderful half term; 
we look forward to welcoming all pupils back to school on 
Monday 20th February (residential return Sunday 19th in the 
evening).

Principal’s
Worker of the Week

I have enjoyed sharing a lunch 
of their choice with each of 
the Principal’s Workers of the 
Week.  Lunches have included 
burger and chips, pasta and 
pizza.

Oscar: For consistently 
working hard in all of his 
lessons, every day. Oscar has 
had a brilliant start to the new 
term. He is always polite, 
helps his friends and listens to 
staff well. He is a fantastic 
role model and a pleasure to 
have at St Mary's. Well done 
Oscar we are really proud of 
you.

Skye: For having a really 
positive week at college, 
being determined to work 
hard in every lesson and 
taking on challenging new 
work on fractions in Maths.

Alfie: For being a hard worker 
all week, listening to staff and 
joining in with his lessons and 
trying his best. We are all 
really proud of you well done 
Alfie!!

Harvey: For sustained 
excellent progress and 
behaviour. For exemplary 
attendance and attitude to 
school. We are really proud if 
the progress you have made 
Harvey keep up the good 
work!

Ousai: For having an 
outstanding week, for 
completing extra touch 
typing, extra maths online 
learning AND extra Braille 
practice where you made a 
perfect sentence. You have 
amazed us all with how hard 
you are working and we are 
so super proud of you Ousai! 

Staffing

This term we have welcomed Amira 
MacDonald to our team of Teaching 
Assistants. 

Mrs Bebb joined us as a Key Stage 2 Teacher 
and Mr Harwood as Science Teacher and 
Year 9 Form Tutor. They have already made a 
noticeable wonderful impact inspiring our 
pupils and become an integral part of the 
St Mary’s staff team.

Message from Richard Preece – CEO

Dear Parents and Carers,

Once again, there is so much in our 
newsletter to be proud about! Our pupils 
and students have been able to participate 
in such an exciting range of opportunities to 
support their learning and development. It is 
a real pleasure to be able to share a sample 
of these every term with you in our 
newsletter. 

As we reach the half way point of the 
academic year and while we are still 
experiencing frosty weather, it is hard to 
believe that spring is nearly upon us and the 
next newsletter will be with you as we begin 
the Easter holiday. Back to this term though 
and one of the significant events this term 
has been a visit by Ofsted to inspect our 
residential provision. For those that don't 
know, our residential provision receives an 
annual Ofsted inspection to evaluate us. This 
is different to the school inspection process 
which visits schools every 4-5 years. We 
aren't yet able to share any findings from 
this most recent visit, but we will make them 
available as soon as they are published. 
What we can say is that our pupils and 
students gave our inspector many good 
reasons to be impressed and we were very 
proud of them all. We are very grateful to 
them and of course our excellent staff team 
and the parents and carers and governors 
who contributed to the inspection process. 
We should receive a report next term.

In the meantime, we wish everyone a happy 
and safe half term break and we look 
forward to seeing everybody again at the 
start of Term 4!



Key Stage 2 — Mrs Bebb

English: This term our focus has been reading familiar stories such as 'We're Going on a Bear Hunt’. 
The class have been fantastic at joining in with words and actions. They particularly enjoyed the sensory 
part of the story when Mrs Bebb gets out a water spray for crossing the river! We have also read books
which have key vocabulary we are learning in other subjects, such as So Light So Heavy by Susanne
Strasser and Sword in the Stone.

The class have also joined in writing repetitive charts such as 'I like the …. ' and Look at the
…' We have used the IT program Clicker 8 to build sentence sets and create sentences on the
interactive white board.

Maths: Our primary focus this term has been ordering numbers. We have also explored shape, 
space and measure, including using scales to measure heavy and light. We have also used liquid 
and dried pasta to explore volume. We have filled lots of different sized containers to explore full, 
nearly full and empty.

Science: Throughout our topic of forces, we have explored the forces of push and pull. We have moved toy cars up and 
slowly down slopes , including making the slopes trickier by making the surface bumpy. We also explored different surfaces in the 
PE hall. It was exciting watching our cars run down PE benches.

We have had great fun exploring magnetism. We have learnt some tricky words including attract and repel. We have also 
thought about making a prediction. We visited the DT room to make toy cars which can be propelled by magnets.

History: Our topic this term has been knights and castles. We have learned the words knight, castle, moat, drawbridge, sword and 
shield. We have made a moat in class for a wooden castle. We also made shields and acted out being a knight with swords and 
shields.

Food Tech: We have had a great time this term visiting the Food Tech room to create a range of delicious dishes. We have worked 
hard on using a peeler and knives to prepare apples to make a range of dishes. We have also practised stirring and mixing. So far 
we have made apple crumble, apple custard, cup cakes and rock cakes. This week we will be attempting apple turnovers! We have
enjoyed tasting our cooking during lesson 6. Next term we will be bringing our cooking home so parents and carers can see and
enjoy what we have made.

Art: We have worked hard on scissor skills this term. Some children have enjoyed using squeezy scissors to support their cutting 
skills. We have also been linking our PHSE work on feelings to making sensory bottles which match our moods. Shaking the bottles
has been a great hit.

PE: In PE we have explored a range of ball skills. This has included: rolling a big ball to a partner, trying to shoot a basketball into a 
hoop as well as dribbling a ball around an obstacle course. We have made lots of progress with catching. Well done!

ICT: We have visited the ICT suite each week to explore a range of games. Some children have explored a programming game. 
Others have worked on developing mouse skills. We have explored adaptive cursors which are easier to track on the screen. We 
have also worked on keyboard awareness skills including knowing where to find certain keys. Everyone in class has worked really 
hard this term. Well done!



Key Stage 2 — Mrs Wisbey

English: This term, KS2W have been working with Traditional Tales. We started the term with a focus on The Three Billy Goats 
Gruff. The class were excited to find that the Troll had visited the classroom and left behind some clues for them to piece together 
to discover our new text focus. We used the story to build our knowledge of setting description. The class partook in various 
activities to generate adjectives. These included: using a 'feely' bag to describe what they were feeling before looking, and using 
our outdoor learning sessions to develop our adjectives to include in our setting description. The class then explored the speech 
that occurs within the story between the characters. The children enjoyed role-play activities to consider the speech that may have 
occurred, before creating a storyboard, inclusive of speech.

Maths: This term, 2W have built upon their knowledge of number by exploring number representation using a variety of resources. 
We have explored the use of part-whole models to partition numbers, and multilink cubes and dienes to build 'number houses'. We 
then moved on to explore comparisons of numbers/quantities using terms such as: more/less, equal, greater/less than, and used
their associated symbols.

Our focus text then changed to Goldilocks and The Three Bears. The 
children were presented with a crime scene to investigate, to discover 
our new story focus. The class then engaged in a 'hot-seating' activity to 
investigate why Goldilocks did what she did. The class enjoyed a porridge 
tasting session to inspire adjectives that Goldilocks may have used to 
describe the porridge she had eaten. We then used the adjectives to 
describe the aftermath of the porridge scene. Finally, we also 
explored speech within this story. We have looked at how we can identify 
speech within a text. The children enjoyed using speech marks (using 
their fingers) to 'POP' speech bubbles to demonstrate how we can 
include speech marks within our writing.

Finally, we explored measurement. Initially, we explored 
measurement by making comparisons in size. The class worked as a 
group to arrange themselves into height order. They then explored 
a range of non-standard units of measurement to measure objects 
in the classroom (and themselves). We used different resources to 
measure such as, multilink cubes, dienes, and sponges! We then 
moved on to measuring with a ruler. Children explored measuring 
different items in the classroom to build their skills in 
measurement.

RE: We have spent this term looking at 'Who is Jewish?'. We started the 
term by considering what is important to each of us. We then compared 
our views to what is precious to a Jewish person. We explored a variety 
of Jewish artefacts when making our comparisons. We then looked at 
why and how Jewish people celebrate Shabbat. The children enjoyed an 
immersive experience to discover how a Jewish family might observe 
Shabbat. The children were able to identify items that wouldn't typically 
be found on a Shabbat table. We all enjoyed tasting the Challah loaf, it 
was delicious!



Science: Materials
We started the term by exploring a range of different objects and sorting them into groups dependent upon which material 
each object was made from. We then investigated how we could change the shape of materials using our hands. We used the 
terms: twist, stretch, squash, fold, scrunch and tear. Following this, we then looked at properties of materials. This term we 
have focused on our skill of prediction, we then investigated a number of different materials to discover which were waterproof,
and used our findings to discuss which materials might be best to make an umbrella.

We then looked at reversible and irreversible changes. We 
investigated materials to discover if they dissolve and explored 
how we could separate a range of mixtures. Finally, we 
observed that some changes to materials cannot be reversed.

DT: This term the class have been learning about 
freestanding structures. We started the term by 
exploring different objects and investigating the 
mechanisms that allow them to work. We then 
focused in on freestanding structures and materials 
used to build them. Our design brief was to design a 
bridge suitable for The Three Billy Goats Gruff. We 
spent some time exploring which materials might be 
best to build with. We used wooden bricks, plastic 
bricks, sponges, card and paper. We discovered that 
the materials we required would need to be strong 
and waterproof. Once we had designed our bridge, 
we then created it using the materials we selected 
during our design stage. After building, we then 
tested the bridge for strength (can it hold three Billy 
Goats?) and to check that it was waterproof.

Food Tech: Kitchen Safety
This term, 2W have focused on our kitchen safety. We have used role-play with our toy kitchen to explore the safety 
aspects within a kitchen, identifying key steps required to prepare ourselves to cook safely. We have also looked at how 
to safely store food. We then spent more directed time learning how to safely use a toaster, knife, grater and oven/hob 
whilst preparing toast toppings.

KS2 – Mrs Wisbey cont.



Key Stage 2 — Miss Crisp

English: This term, KS2C have been focusing on non-fiction writing. Before writing, we ensured that we understood the difference 
between fiction and non-fiction texts. We then examined the structural features of newspaper articles as well as exploring that 
they contained facts rather than opinions and the most important pieces of information. Following this, we practiced writing or 
choosing the best examples of headlines and captions; and interviewed a ‘famous explorer’ to gather information about the 
amazon. The newspaper articles themselves ranged a variety of topics including what we had been doing in food tech, plastic 
pollution and dolphins.

Maths: Our primary focus this term was multiplication and division.  The class had 
the chance to explore these concepts using different manipulatives including ‘cookies 
and plates’, Numicon and number lines. Later in the term, we changed to our SSM 
topic and explored measuring length. This involved consolidating our use of 
comparative language, measuring objects using non-standards unit of measure,
and measuring in cm using rulers.

Science: This term, we have completed different enquiries to aid our understanding of 
sound in the real world. One enquiry included planning where to place fire alarms in 
school to ensure that everyone is kept safe; and another included choosing and then 
testing materials to line a toy box with, in order to muffle sound. Throughout these 
enquiries, we have been discussing our two main knowledge statements that sound 
is caused by vibrations and that sound travels in waves. Another highlight was making 
plasticine models of the ear to show the three different sections.

DT: Sound was not just explored in our science lessons; this inspired our DT projects this term too. We began by exploring how 
different instruments make different sounds and made designs for an instrument to shake and an instrument to pluck. After 
practising following a design brief to make a simple pair of castanets, we made each instrument in turn and then decorated them 
all during the last week of term.

Food Tech: The topic of 'packed lunches' has definitely been the class favourite so far. Each week we have made a different 
selection of food resulting in a balanced packed lunch, incorporating all the major food groups. Our main savoury item has also 
changed each week and has included couscous, quiche and wraps.

ICT: KS2C are beginning to master Microsoft Word after exploring the many different ways we can format documents. Across the 
term, they have changed the font, colour and size of their writing, and added details including page borders and shapes. Alongside 
the skills, we discussed why this was important and the class demonstrated understanding that a poster with tiny writing would be 
unhelpful, as would a book with huge writing.

PE: Our sports skills have been refined through net, target and wall games this term, predominantly tennis and badminton. There 
has been the opportunity to develop control, aim and serving. Pupils have practiced individual control (such as bouncing the ball on 
their tennis racquet), have played against themselves on the wall and have rallied with friends. We have also demonstrated skills in 
more creative ways. An example is when we split into two teams and each team had to hit their shuttlecocks into the other team's
hoops, which were on the other side of the court.



Year 7

English: Year 7 started their new book which is called 'The
Kingdom by the Sea', they are really enjoying the story so far.
It’s a story based during the war and the boy Harry's house
has been bombed whilst his family were still inside, and he is
now all alone. They love listening to the next part of Harry's
adventure every day. They have focused a lot this term on
adjectives and how to use them in their writing by writing
diary entries, their own chapter of the story and then editing
their own work, which is a very useful skill to have.

Maths: Some of Year 7 started the term with finding out what a function machine was, we even played a game of the human 
function machine which they all enjoyed. Pupils then went onto the topic of algebra; at the start of this topic pupils found it tricky, 
they worked really hard and persevered and got to grips with it which was excellent. They then moved onto finding out what 
coordinates are and how to use them, the class really enjoyed this topic. They focused on plotting them and being able to read 
them. We finished off by playing Battle Ships which they loved. Whilst the rest of the class have focused on size, length and weight 
using a variety of resources to support their learning. The class have worked so hard this term.

Science: Year 7 started the term learning about particles, the tiny things that everything else is made of. They did a great job 
pretending to be particles out on the tennis court while they acted out how particles are arranged in solids, liquids and gases. They 
certainly got to let off a bit of steam (sorry, pun intended!). Now we have moved on to to look at metals and will be learning about 
where metals come from, how we get them out of the ground and why their special properties make them such a useful material.

Pottery: Pupils have started a unit on different flowers and learnt how to make textured flower bowls out of clay. They have used a 
viewfinder to enlarge an image and used oil pastels, focusing on tone. They have also learnt how to make a prototype of their 
bowl.

Art: Pupils have learnt about Egyptian Art and explored Scarab beetle and Egyptian tomb design. They have practised colour 
mixing paint and papier mache.

Music: Pupils have learnt how to sing a song about Bullying and add an instrumental accompaniment. They learnt how 
to compare classical, pop and rap music and perform the Bullying rap song to peers.

PE: Pupils have been working really hard in developing their badminton 
skills this term. They have been practising a range of skills and using them in 
games. It has been lovely to see the progress each of them has made throughout 
the term.

PSHE: This term Year 7 looked at what is ‘Mental Health’ and how it can affect us. 
We also discussed how we face challenges and change and ways we can help 
ourselves cope in a healthy way. We looked in detail at worry and the common 
worries that teenagers may have.



Year 8

English: This term we have started our new book War Horse. The pupils have enjoyed hearing how the story is developing with 
each chapter. During the term we have thought about how different characters are feeling and comparing the different owners 
of our main character Joey, as well as writing diary entries from different characters’ points of view. We have also been 
consolidating and expanding our grammar knowledge by working on adverbs and ensuring we know what nouns, verbs and 
adjectives are. We have also learnt about contracted words and tried our best to expand our sentences using ‘because’ or ‘as’. 
One of my favourite lessons though was our hot seating lesson. The pupils wrote questions they would like to ask different 
characters and then took it in turns to be a character and anyone who had written a question for that character got the chance to 
ask it. It was fabulous to see how the pupils really took on their character and answered the questions in role. Well done Year 
8’s.

Maths: This term we have been exploring statistics! We collected our own data and learnt to show data in tally charts, 
pictograms and bar charts. Pupils have also learnt to simplify a range of expressions. I have been blown away by pupils’ resilience 
when learning algebra as it covers some tricky topics. Finally, we learnt to use function machines, and pupils enjoyed creating 
their own function machines!

Art: This term Year 8 have been looking at different techniques to create their own flower artwork. They looked at different 
flower artists and described their styles, then explored pointillism and observational drawing through different mediums. They 
combined all the skills they have developed to create their final piece.

Music: Pupils have been learning how to compare a selection of love ballads and how to sing the Adele song ‘Make you feel my 
love’. They have worked as a team to add an instrumental accompaniment and perform it to their peers.

PE: Pupils have been developing their skills in invasion games this term. They have been working on theirpassing, shooting and 
dribbling skills in a range of different sports. It has been lovely to see how their teamworking skills have been developing 
throughout the term, well done Year 8!

Science: Year 8 stared the term working on their knowledge of acids and alkalis and how they can be used in things like cooking, 
medical treatments, such as indigestion tablets, and cleaning products (I can't promise they will be any better at using those 
cleaning products though!). They then moved on to consider how substances can be separated from each other using methods 
such as filtration, evaporation, distillation and chromatography. They did an amazing job of filtering muddy stream water into 
something that looked reasonably drinkable. So, if you ever get stranded in the wild, they should be able to sort you out with a
drink at least!

Food: Pupils have learnt how to make a range of daily food recipes. They have explored how to make dishes from scratch with a 
complimentary side dish. They have learnt how to weigh different quantities for one person and how to present work to a good 
standard, practicing presentation skills.



Year 9

English: Year 9 this term have started their new book called 'Holes', which they are really enjoying. They have looked at the 
language used in the text by the author and how they create an impression of the different characters to the audience. They have
learnt about how and when to use bullet points and speech marks in their writing. They have used adjectives to describe various 
characters from the book. The class really enjoyed some role play, where they had to pretend to be Stanley and call home; they 
asked some good questions and acted this out so well, they did this very confidently.

Maths: Some of Year 9 started this term by learning about fractions, firstly looking at fractions to describe parts of shapes then 
moving on to identifying equivalent fractions. They moved onto halves and quarters of amounts using counting aids to help them if 
needed. This progressed to fractions of a given amount, moving on to multiplying and dividing, adding and subtracting them too; 
the class were brilliant at these as they were tricky! We finished the term learning about improper fractions and mixed 
fractions. Whilst the rest of the class have focused on size, length and weight using a variety of resources to support their learning. 
The class have worked so hard this term.

Pottery: Pupils have learnt all about Clarice Cliff and her work and Art Deco style. They have used oil pastels and paint to create 
their own inspired designs and learnt how to analyse features of her work. They have learnt how to create a prototype pot out of 
plasticine and then use it to make a clay pot for their final piece.

PE: Pupils have had an intense term in their PE lessons, working hard on their fitness levels with a range of fitness drills. Pupils have 
been learning about the effect of exercise on their bodies as well as naming key parts of their respiratory system. Year 9 have all 
worked very hard, well done!

Science: We started term finding out about chemical reactions. For instance, what happens when metals and acids react, what gas 
is produced and how can we test this? What other things happen that indicate of chemical reactions taking place? We also looked 
at the difference between a chemical change and a physical change asking questions such as 'what makes melting a physical change
and not a chemical one?'. We have now started work on a unit called 'Earth's resources' which is all about metals, what their
properties are, where they are found and how we get them. They all managed to use a match to extract some iron from Iron oxide 
powder.

Art: Pupils have been learning about the artist Wassily Kandinsky. They have worked individually to answer questions about his 
style and as a group to discuss a selection of his paintings. They have learnt about hot and cold colours and how these are reflected 
in his work. They have created their own inspired Kandinsky study using coloured paper shapes while listening to a musical piece.

Music: Pupils have been learning about 'A New Year Carol' (a medieval piece) as their musical focus this term. They have learnt 
how to compare different versions of the song and how to sing it analysing the lyrics as they went. They have added an 
instrumental accompaniment to the music and performed it to their peers. They have also learnt about rhythm, pitch and pulse of 
songs.

Geography: This term we have been learning about our environment and the impact of global warming. We have explored what 
we do as individuals and how we can reduce, recycle, re-use or change our habits to reduce climate change. We made our own 
year 9 greenhouse to witness the greenhouse effect. Our plants started to grow and become healthy but with the constant heat 
the plants started to struggle.

PSHE
In Year 8 and 9 this term we studied Mental Health and discussed healthy and unhealthy strategies we use to cope in tricky 
situations. We also looked at worries, using the ‘Worry Tree’ to help us make sense of our worries. Please see link to further 
information: https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/mental-wellbeing-tips/youth-mental-health/
Loss and bereavement were also topics covered this term, all the pupils were respectful and mindful throughout the sessions and 
behaved in a mature manner. 

https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/mental-wellbeing-tips/youth-mental-health/


Key Stage 3/4— Ms Holland

As our class is newly formed, we began our year by learning more about each other. We did this by sharing information about 
where we live, our family members, pets, hobbies and likes and dislikes. In Geography we explored the areas where we all live, in 
relation to the county, country and continent of the world that we live in.

English: This term our book was The Lorax, which addressed our theme of Sustainable Living via the reckless, greedy actions of 
the Once-ler. Using knowledge gained about each of the characters in the story, it became evident that our pupils felt 
passionately about the negative effects that the Once-ler's poor decisions had on the other characters and their environment. 
We have been focussing on handwriting, punctuation, spelling and building inferencing skills.  

Art & Design: Our pupils created a Lorax puppet theatre and each pupil designed and created a puppet for a character. We 
created a variety of theatre scenery, to represent different stages of the story and recreated the book, as our own Puppet show.

After focussing on characters in The Lorax, in PSHE, we discussed our own personal qualities and the emotions that we feel, as 
well as those of our friends and families.  We have been learning what charity means and researching examples of charitable 
organisations, such as RSPCA, Children in Need and local foodbanks.

Maths: We have been reinforcing key vocabulary, number bonds to 10 and 20, how to compare sets to identify more and less, 2D 
shape recognition and how to order objects of differing sizes.

As part of our life skills, we have been using our knowledge of left and right whilst moving around the school and as an extension 
of our classroom maths, practicing using real money in our classroom shop. This was in preparation for our charity bake sale 
which we held on Thursday 9th of February in the College. We raised money for the local Foodbank and received some donations 
of canned foods, dry goods and sanitary items.

Science: We have been identifying the characteristics of living and non-living objects and learning about the differences between 
each. We enjoyed a scavenger hunt on a sunny day and have referred to The Lorax to analyse which objects are living or non-
living and how and why many living things rely on others to survive.

Food Tech: Our pupils have been planning for, preparing, and baking dairy free shortbread biscuits and gluten free brownies, to 
meet customer dietary requirements for our Charity bake sale, to raise money for Bexhill Foodbank.

In PE our pupils have been trying out different styles of exercise and exploring new dedicated areas around the school and 
college. We have been to the sensory circuit/physio gym, the cardio workout room in College, played curling in the hall and even
braved the chilly January weather to ride the bicycles and tricycles on the tennis courts.



Year 10

English: This term the Year 10’s have been looking at poetry. They have remembered some of the poetic devices, such 
as alliteration, similes, oxymorons, to name but a few that we learnt last year. They have looked at a variety of poems 
from the anthology 'Power and Conflict' including how a storm may affect people and buildings to comparing the poem 
'The Charge of the Light Brigade' with a poem titled 'Bayonet Charge'. The pupils are beginning to understand how the 
poet uses specific words for effect and why they might repeat certain words or phrases. Some of our pupils who are 
working at Functional Skills levels are working hard on knowing their alphabet, how to make a singular word plural and 
some work on sentence structure. Well done Year 10’s, you have all been fantastic.

Maths: We started this term by looking at sequences. We explored different shape and number patterns, and how to 
find the next term in the sequence. We then moved on to looking at angles. We practiced using a protractor to measure 
and draw angles accurately. We learnt to find missing angles on a straight line, around a point, in a triangle and on 
parallel lines. Pupils have shown fantastic resilience when trying some GCSE questions.

Some pupils have worked on measuring this term. We explored measuring length using a ruler, cubes and trundel
wheels. Pupils enjoyed using the balancing scales to find the heaviest object. Lastly, we have looked at recognising and 
sorting 2D and 3D shapes.

PE: Pupils have been developing their skills within teams through team games. They have had different roles and 
responsibilities as well as different games in which they have developed their skills. It has been lovely to see the 
progress they have all been making in their PE and look forward to next term.

Careers: This term the class learnt about interviews and the interview process. We explored what to expect in an 
interview, made our own interview questions, answered interview questions and experienced mock interviews. As a 
class we agreed that we need to think about the structure of our answers and not be afraid to ask the interviewer to 
repeat the question. We looked at how we can reduce our anxieties in an interview. This included using small fidget 
toys in a pocket, breathing techniques and using counting methods.

Science: Year 10  pupils have been looking at the differences between physical and chemical 
changes, and at how some chemical reactions are reversible. They made their own copper 
sulphate solution and the obtained copper sulphate crystals by evaporating the water before 
rehydrating them again. They are also studying acids and alkalis and what happens during 
neutralisation reactions. Next time you get a bee or wasp sting they should know what to get 
from the kitchen for you!

PSHE
This term we looked at Mental Health and the common issues for teenagers, topics included; Depression, anxiety and stress. 
Worry for our pupils also plays a big part especially with mocks and exams in the near future, we discussed a worry and how we 
build our resilience using this method. We also looked at how to reframe negative and unhelpful thoughts.  Please see link for 
further resources: https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/mental-wellbeing-tips/youth-mental-health/

We discussed how we change and touched on loss and bereavement and how this can also impact on your mental health.

https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/mental-wellbeing-tips/youth-mental-health/


Year 11

English: The Year 11 class have been working so hard this term. Following the mocks at the end of last term, the GCSE pupils have 
focused on a different aspect of the exam paper each couple of weeks. We started by learning about inference and how this might 
apply to our exam work, then we recapped on what was necessary in writing a formal letter. We then worked on understanding the 
language and structure of a text and how to analyse the use of these, before finishing the term with the best creative piece of 
writing possible. In between all this, the pupils have also worked on a presentation of their choice that they will present to the rest 
of the class for the spoken element of their English Language exam. I have been impressed with how the pupils have overcome 
their nerves and have been able to have several run throughs before the actual filming of the presentation. The pupils have really 
impressed me with their conscientiousness and have been trying their hardest to improve their work ready for the exams in a few 
months time. Keep going, all your hard work will be worth it in the end!

Pupils who are working at Functional Skills levels are working extremely hard understanding how to alphabetise words that 
start with the same two letters, e.g. shoot, shrank, shopping, understanding all the different rules for making words plural, 
including irregular plurals, e.g. one party and two parties, as well as practising writing emails and reviews making sure they use 
adjectives, conjunctives and writing at least eight sentences. I have been really impressed with their resilience and 
perseverance. Well done!

Maths: Most pupils started the term by reviewing their GCSE mock papers, students should all be proud of what they achieved. We 
then moved onto exploring 'fractions, indices and standard form'. Students were able to convert between fractions, decimals and 
percentages, including mixed numbers and improper fractions. We then moved onto revising 'angles'. Students were able to 
measure and draw angles accurately using a protractor, and find missing angles in triangles.
Some students have worked on measuring this term. We explored measuring length using a ruler, cubes and trundel wheels. Pupils 
enjoyed using the balancing scales to find the heaviest object. Lastly, we have looked at recognising and sorting 2D and 3D shapes.

PE: Pupils have been developing their ball skills this term. They have been working on their passing, shooting and dribbling skills in a 
range of different sports. It has been lovely to see how their teamworking skills have been developing throughout the term as well 
as their improvements in each sport they have played, well done year 11!

Careers: This term the class learnt about interviews and the interview process. We explored what to expect in an interview, made 
our own interview questions, answered interview questions and experienced mock interviews. As a class we worked on group 
scenarios in an interview. We practiced working as a team, supporting each other and using appropriate communication 
methods. We agreed that group interviews are hard but were made easy with practice.

Science: Year 11 have been studying how different elements join together in chemical reactions because of bonds which form. 
They practiced drawing the structure of atoms and learnt about ionic bonding where metals give electrons to non-
metals producing ions that hat attract each other. We looked at the group 1 alkali metals reacting with water, which was exciting, 
and have now started looking at metals and how they are extracted from the Earth's crust.

BTEC Art
Pupils have started their new Unit AD12: Creating Prints. They have started to research the first part of the project by exploring 
images of things they like and creating Early ideas. They have learnt about the four main types of printing- Intaglio, Relief, 
Planographic and Stencil. Each week they have learnt a new printing technique, such as Block and Found object printing and 
discussed a keyword to reinforce understanding of the different aspects of the project.
They have also started their Concept boards of ideas and reviewed their work.

BTEC Hospitality
Pupils have started their new Unit HT9: Contribute to running a Hospitality & Tourism event. They have explored different 
events and learnt the difference between hospitality and tourism. They have started to plan ideas for making their own formal 
lunch and worked as team to decide on the menus, who to invite, dietary requirements and where to hold it as a 
number of factors. They have researched starters, main courses and puddings and asked a guest speaker (Jayne in the 
kitchen about her role as a cook). They have also learnt how to consider where to source the resources required and make 
group decisions.

BTEC Digital Media
Pupils have started their new unit this term which is shooting a short film. They have looked at a range of different films, clips and 
angles and have discussed the pros and cons of camera angles and effects on each shot. Pupils have also been filming their own 
short films using the schools camera equipment and resources as well as beginning to edit this using an editing programme.



Key Stage 5H

English: What a fantastic term 5H have had in English this term. We have been reading the book Iron Man by Ted Hughes 
and the pupils worked really well together to remember everything that happened to the Iron Man. They have enjoyed 
reading a different chapter each week and then using adjectives to describe one of the characters, listen carefully to the 
story to select the correct picture or think of different objects that are made of metal that the Iron Man might like to 
eat. What I have been most proud of though is the improvement in all the pupils' handwriting. Some are learning to form 
their letters correctly, other to write within lines and other are using a finger wizard to remind them of when to use finger
spaces. Well done 5H you have worked so incredibly hard.

Maths: We started the term looking at data. We practiced reading information from lists, and pupils enjoyed collecting items 
from their 'shopping lists'. We then explored measuring, including using rulers, cubes and trundel wheels to measure length. 
Students enjoyed using balancing scales to decide which object was heaviest, and they were able to balance the scales using 
cubes. Lastly, we have looked at recognising and sorting 2D and 3D shapes. The class have worked so hard this term.

PE: Pupils have been working really hard on developing their badminton skills this term. They have been practising a range 
of skills and using them in games. It has been lovely to see the progress each of them has made throughout the term. Pupils 
have been developing their confidence within the sport and each and every one of them has worked hard in their lessons, 
well done.

Careers This term we looked at the concept of interviews. We researched different types of questions and how we would 
answer them. We refreshed our memory on signing questions starters (who, what, how, why and when) and used these 
when completing mock interviews in pairs. We went through the emotions we feel when being in an interview setting and 
how to reduce our anxieties by using breathing techniques and fidget toys.

BTEC Construction

Pupils have started their new unit this term which is fixing a repair job. Within the unit, pupils have been looking at what is a repair 
job and what is required to fix repair jobs. Pupils have been spending time within the construction room working with a range of
different tools to develop their confidence and experience. They have also been looking at the costings that come with a repair jobs 
and how much they can be!

BTEC Vocational Studies

Pupils have started their new Unit PA12-Rehearsing for a performance. They have learnt about shadow puppets and how to 
perform with them. They have learnt about different types of performances and used props to help them understand the 
equipment used. They have explored health and safety factors in a theatre and the different types of rehearsal space.
Pupils have worked together to discuss examples of performance and plays and evaluated their work weekly.



Key Stage 5W

English: This term the pupils doing GCSE work have been looking at poetry. They have remembered some of the poetic devices, 
such as metaphor, personification and irony to name but a few that they learnt in previous years. They have looked at a variety of 
poems from the anthology 'Power and Conflict' including how a storm may affect people and buildings, to comparing a poem 'The 
Charge of the Light Brigade' with a poem titled 'Bayonet Charge'. The pupils are beginning to understand how the poet uses 
specific words for effect and why they might repeat certain words or phrases.
Pupils who are working at Functional Skills levels are working extremely hard understanding how to alphabetise words that start 
with the same two letters, e.g. threw, thank, thought, understand all the different rules for making words plural, including irregular 
plurals, e.g. one knife and two knives, as well as practising writing emails and reviews making sure they use adjectives, conjunctives 
and writing at least eight sentences. I have been really impressed with their resilience and perseverance. Well done!

Maths: Most students started the term by reviewing their GCSE mock papers, students should all be proud of what they achieved. 
We then moved onto exploring 'fractions, indices and standard form'. Students were able to convert between fractions, 
decimals and percentages, including mixed numbers and improper fractions. We then moved onto revising 'angles'. Students were 
able to measure and draw angles accurately using a protractor, and find missing angles in triangles.

Some students have worked on measuring this term. We explored measuring length using a ruler, cubes 
and trundel wheels. Students enjoyed using the balancing scales to find the heaviest object. Lastly, we have looked at recognising 
and sorting 2D and 3D shapes, students enjoyed finding objects around the classroom for different shapes!

Science: 5W have been working really hard. They've been comparing the properties of elements in group 1, 7 and 0 of the periodic 
table and practicing drawing electron configuration patterns for the first 20 elements. We have looked at the production of salts 
when metals and acids react and we are now investigating factors that affect the rate of chemical reactions. There has been a lot of 
practical work and everyone has been improving their practical skill making sure to be safe and accurate in everything they do.

Careers: This term we focused our studying on the concept of interviews. We have been using the STAR (Situation, Task, Action and 
Review) method on how to approach interview questions which has supported the structure for our answers. In week 5 we 
experienced mock interviews which we found hard but were able to answer all the questions successfully.

PE: Pupils have been developing their ball skills this term. They have been working on their passing, shooting and dribbling skills in a 
range of different sports. It has been lovely to see how their teamworking skills have been developing throughout the term as well 
as their improvements in each sport they have played, well done year KS5W!

PSHE
This term we looked at ways to manage our unhelpful thoughts alongside the common mental health issues that young people 
may suffer from, such as stress, worry, anxiety and depression. We also looked at how change, loss and grief can impact our 
mental health. Please see link for further resources: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/pshe-ks3-ks4-time-to-talk-
about-anxiety-with-tom-grennan/z3tnydm
We discussed ways we may recognise that someone may need support or help and where we can get that help from. We also 
looked at the healthy coping strategies and how we can build our resilience. We read a story about loss and grief called Don’t 
Forget Your Jumper and then answered some questions and discussed the book as a class.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/pshe-ks3-ks4-time-to-talk-about-anxiety-with-tom-grennan/z3tnydm


North Lodge

Independent Living Skills
Our focus on North Lodge is to promote independence. This includes ensuring that the pupils keep their own areas tidy and clean.
When hoovering was introduced it was not popular with all but now the pupils take pride in the appearance of their own areas and
do it with a smile!

Shopping 
One of the pupils’ favourite activities is going out into the community and practising their independent life Skills. This includes road 
crossing, finding a safe person should they require help, locating important items in shops and paying for them either by cash or 
card. This is a regular activity for the pupils.

Therapy Sessions
We are fortunate to have the Therapy Team visit North Lodge in the evenings. 
They hold Communication groups and support with teeth cleaning, personal care and life skills.

Advocate Visit
Every term we have a visit on North Lodge from Maxime Cole who is our Independent 
Advocate from ‘Triangle’. Maxime’s role is to give every Residential pupil the opportunity 
of talking with her in a group setting as well as offering time with her on a one to one basis
to ask questions, seek advice or share worries. During her meeting, Maxime also asks 
questions in order to ascertain if the pupils are happy and feel safe and what changes, if 
any, they would make if they were the people in charge.

Pupils’ Birthday Parties
Whenever there is a pupil’s birthday we have a party for them on North Lodge, they get to choose 
the theme and enjoy a meal of their choice and a cake whilst celebrating with their friends.

School staff visiting
Pupils invited key education staff to their home, they gave them a tour, made them a drink and 
cake. Pupils took pride in showing staff around, they enjoyed playing board games and were great 
hosts!



BTEC Sport

In BTEC Sport this term we have been looking at the skills and techniques needed to be a successful competitor in a range of 
sports. Pupils have taken part in volleyball, badminton, hockey, handball, basketball and netball so far. We have looked at a range 
of aspects of these sports such as individual skills, tactics, how to defend and attack and the rules and laws. It has been wonderful 

to see fantastic sportsmen and women developing in activities some had never really played before. Hugely impressive!

BTEC Land Based Studies

This term we were back at Little Gate farm. Within our time on the farm, we learnt about alpaca illness with specialism on how to 
clean out eyes and treat sore or dry skin. We learnt that Sudocreme is suitable to use on most animals and we practiced applying 
this to the dry skin.

We learnt that the goats are moving and will no longer be at the farm. To support the goats, we wrote packing lists and got their 
belongings ready for the move.

BTEC Public Services

In Public Services this term, pupils have been working towards the Unit entitled 'Planning and Navigating a Route'. This has taken 
us out on many adventures both on and off site and we have learnt to read maps, design routes, measure distance, contours and 
many other skills needed to stay safe when out and about. Pupils have taken it in turns to lead the group through various sections 
of offsite navigation exercises and had fun setting up treasure hunts on site.



BOLLO Workshop

Pupils from Year 7 and some pupils from KS2 attended The Bollo sound and vision project in school. They learnt about the tribal 
music of Gambia and looked into depth at the music from one particular tribe. They learnt about the music and traditions of the 
tribe and they created their own performance using a tribal song. The concept of the project was to allow everyone to take part in 
their own way. The pupils learnt the piece on their instrument which was a keyboard and others learnt the drumming aspect of the
song, they also learnt the lyrics of the song. They all had a fantastic day where they all performed amazingly. The day ended with a 
performance to parents and also the whole school. It was a fantastic experience for all the pupils involved.



Duke of Edinburgh Award

Pupils in KS4 and 5 have the opportunity to work towards their Bronze DofE award. This is made up of 4 sections; Physical, Skill, 
Volunteering and Expedition. This term each of the year groups have been working towards their volunteering section. Year 10 
are working on the nature trail, Yr11 have been busy in the Memorial garden, 5W have been tidying up the college ‘courtyard' and 
5H have been smartening up the front of the college building. We have been out there getting cold and muddy each week and are 
starting to make a real difference. We are excited to have the spaces looking much better ready to be used by the school 
community n the nicer weather. Congratulations to those students who have received certificates in other section this term too!

Combe Valley Country Park Visit

The year 8 and 9 pupils were lucky enough to have a visit from the Combe Valley Country Park team. They came into our school to
help us look at our setting in a slightly different way. All the pupils had a great time learning outside. They sat quietly listening to 
the different wildlife, they went on a scavenger hunt to find mushrooms, birds' nests, different coloured leaves, Y shaped branches, 
to name but a few. They also went on a bug hunt with microscopes to see what bugs and insects they could find and identify.

Combe Valley Country Park team showed the pupils how to use a palm drill safely and the pupils each drilled a hole into a piece of 
wood, which they then decorated before finally threading a piece of string through the hole to enable them to use it as a necklace 
or a notice for their doors. From looking at a few of them when they were finished, there seemed to be a theme of the pupils using 
them to say when someone could enter their bedroom and when there might be some 'gaming in progress’!!

Not only was it lovely seeing the pupils out and about in the school grounds, but also seeing them work as a team and helping and 
supporting each other was a real highlight. Overall, the day was a huge success and the pupils have said they are looking forward 
to seeing the ladies back on site again or even us visiting Combe Valley Country Park to continue their learning.



Therapy

In KS2, pupils have been learning about emotions. They have practised identifying people feeling the emotions ‘happy’ and ‘sad’ in 
photos. They have also developed their ability to identify things which make them feel happy and sad. They have continued to 
practise taking turns and sharing toys and resources. Other pupils in KS2 have thought about the important people in their 
lives. They had lots of fun making friendship soup! This helped them to think and talk about what they want in a friend. Our other 
KS2 group has worked on understanding and responding to the question word ‘What’. They have made items out of play-doh and 
answered questions about what they made. They have also answered questions about what they like. Pupils have enjoyed using 
balloons and bubbles to complete specific tasks, in order to develop their visual tracking and motor skills.

Year 7 pupils have been focusing on developing their conversation skills, including staying on topic and listening 
appropriately. They have considered what makes a conversation successful or unsuccessful. Pupils have also worked on their gross 
motor skills using balls and balloons outdoors. They have completed table-based tasks indoors to improve their fine motor skills. In 
Year 8, pupils have been thinking about the different people in their life and grouping them according to the different types of 
relationships, completing 'Circle of Relationships'. They have identified if people are family, friends or other. They have thought 
about important qualities in friends and developed their signing skills by using and recognising key signs. Year 9 pupils have 
practised giving and receiving compliments. They have also focused on listening to each other in conversations and thinking of 
questions you can ask to extend the conversation appropriately. They have identified who their friends are and the reasons why 
they are friends with different people.

In KS4 pupils have been considering how we express feelings in different relationships. They have also worked on developing their 
ability to recognise others' feelings. Another area of focus has been developing social problem-solving skills in response to 
different situations and scenarios. Our other KS4 class has been learning about how our actions have consequences. They have 
also been thinking about friendships including what we get from different friendships and the importance of trust in friendships.

In KS5, pupils have focused on how to manage different emotions. They have also thought about how to recognise and respond to 
others' emotions. They have considered what might trigger different emotions and how to manage their responses to these. Our 
other KS5 class started the year by thinking about goals in different areas of their lives. We learnt that people often do not stick to 
New Year Resolutions and thought about how we can make goals more manageable and realistic! They considered who they have 
relationships with and what is important in a relationship. We explored what makes a relationship healthy or unhealthy. We also 
looked at healthy and unhealthy ways to conduct relationships online, and myth versus reality in what is presented online.

Our Signing Choir are continuing to work hard in their sessions. This term they will be performing the song 'Perfect' by Ed Sheeran 
in our end of term assembly. They look very smart in their uniforms!

School Council
During our School Council meeting this term we were visited by our Member of Parliament, 
Huw Merriman. Our Public Services BTEC group also joined us to hear about what is involved 
in being a Member of Parliament. We heard about why voting is important in allowing us to 
have a say in how we feel our representative is doing. Our pupils had lots of interesting 
questions and also shared their experiences in relation to different topics including Autism, 
Strikes and our local area. We heard about some upcoming developments, 
including improvements being made to the De La Warr and about a new learning, skills and 
sports centre in Sidley. We are also having an additional School Council meeting at the end of 
term as part of our special day on Internet safety. This will give pupils their chance to share 
their views and experiences on what they learn and on where they can access support.



Safer Internet Day 07/02/2023

Safer Internet Day aims to raise awareness of emerging online issues and current concerns. This is 
such an important campaign with a focus that is so relevant to our pupils. We had a curriculum drop 
down day and we will be organising activities and events focused on online safety.

KS2B have thought about keeping passwords safe. We wrote our passwords and put them in a 
safe envelope. We talked about NOT letting other people know our passwords. We also talked 
about telling a grown up if we feel unsafe online.

KS2W spent the morning identifying emotions by playing a matching pairs game. We then played a game which opened up 
discussions around different scenarios we might encounter when online. During the afternoon, we focused on the book 'Hanni
and the Magic Window'. We then thought about what we would want to see through our own magic window and created these. 
We discussed what we could do if we saw something we didn't like and who could help us.

In Year 7, we have discussed the importance of internet safety. We completed work around who pupils’ trusted adults are and 
who to report things to if they experience anything bad on the internet. We made posters to campaign the day, evidencing the 
knowledge pupils have gained throughout the day. We ended the day making an acrostic poem as a class about being 
anonymous when online.

For Safer Internet day, KS3/4H looked at our personal information (address, phone number etc) and what we could make public 
and what should stay private. We understand that we should not share our personal details online, but that to send a letter we 
need to show certain information using a trusted service.

We then took a little walk to our local post box; we practised our road safety, making sure we looked left and right to cross the 
road, and posted our letters to our family!

KS5W spent time answering questions on Chatterboxes, discussing cyberbullying and looking at social media examples.
They also went to support KS2C, Year 7, 8 and 9 where they led discussion exercises using online safety scenarios and completed 
online quizzes about keeping safe.



Key Dates Term 4

Day Event

Sunday 19th February Residential pupils return after 6pm

Monday 20th February First day of Term 4

Tuesday 21st February Pancake Day – Change of pudding (pancakes with a choice of toppings)

Wednesday 22nd February 5:00pm – Parent information evening regarding new Parents’ Evening 
Software (face to face or remote) 

Thursday 23rd February Professional Athlete visit to the school

Thursday 2nd March World Book Day – Dress up as pupils’ favourite book character

Monday 6th – Saturday 11th March National Careers Week – Events throughout the week focusing on 
different jobs

Friday 17th March Red Nose Day ‘Non School Uniform Day’ – £1 donation

Wednesday 22nd March Parent Consultation Evening

Friday 31st March Last day of Term 4

Monday 3rd April – Thursday 6th April Easter Holiday Provision

Monday 17th April First day of Term 5

Football Tournament

Pupils from Key Stage 4 took part in the Brighton and Hove Albion's Albion Cup. This was an indoor football tournament held at 
The Triangle Centre in Burgess Hill. Every pupil worked well as part of the team. On the day we played some very competitive 
schools and managed to win one and lose two of the first three games. Unfortunately, after drawing our last game the team 
narrowly missed out on the quarter finals on goal difference. However, all pupils who took part behaved beautifully and  
represented St Mary’s school fantastically, well done to all who were involved!



Please click on the picture above to access further information

https://www.operationencompass.org/







