
St Mary’s Newsletter — Term 6 2021-2022 

Message from Natalie Edwards,  

Principal 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we come to the end of the academic year it’s a 

wonderful opportunity to reflect on the amazing 

achievements and events throughout this year. Our 

pupils have continued to learn, develop and mature 

into incredible young people that we couldn't be 

prouder of.  

This term began with some of our College pupils 

completing a week of work experience. Placements 

included a local school, a football academy and a 

café. The pupils were all amazing, the feedback from 

the employers surpassed all expectations and they 

did St Mary’s proud.  

This term we have enjoyed a number of special 

events, including swimming galas, sports 

competitions, leavers assemblies and a leavers prom. 

These events have been thoroughly enjoyed by the 

pupils, many have also been organised by the KS4 

and KS5 pupils as part of their Btec courses. Our Key 

Stage 2 sports day saw the return of parents/carers to 

St Marys, it was  wonderful to see so many attend, 

pupils thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon.  

We were excited to introduce a ‘book look’ for 

parents/carers this term, this was very well attended 

and a wonderful opportunity for parents/carers to 

see their child's work and meet their teaching team. 

These events were so well received; we will timetable 

this again next year. 

On Thursday 14th July we held a celebration day for 

100 years of St Mary’s and the Queens Platinum 

Jubilee. The day was quite simply amazing! The 

engagement from pupils, their behaviour and 

performances were outstanding. Everyone spent the 

day smiling form ear to ear! You can see some 

wonderful pictures of the event within this newsletter. 

You will have now received your child’s end of year 

report, timetable and information about tutor and 

therapists for next academic year.  The pupils have 

been supported throughout this term with transition 

activities, and have spent an afternoon with their 

new staff team. 

Pupils will return to school on Monday the 5th of 

September (evening of Sunday the 4th of September 

for our Residential pupils). A reminder that drop off is 

from 8.40am and the gate closes at 8.55am.  

I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for 

your continued support throughout this year and 

would like to wish all our pupils and their families’ a 

relaxing and well-deserved summer holidays. Have 

fun, stay safe and we look forward to seeing you in 

September!  

Principal’s  

Worker of the Week 

 

I have enjoyed sharing a lunch 

of their choice with each of the 

Principal’s Workers of the Week.  

Lunches have included, burgers, 

pasta, Pizza and a full English 

breakfast! 

 
Week 1 Isaias— 

For working so hard to catch up 

on work missed. For being so 

brave and showing courage and 

resilience. For settling back into 

school following a period of 

absence. We miss you Isaias and 

are really pleased to have you 

back and are very proud, well 

done!  

 

Week 2 Matthew— 

For riding his bike in school more 

and more, for sleeping better at 

home. For following staff 

instructions and making huge 

progress with transitioning to and 

from school. We are so pleased 

with the progress you have 

made Matthew and are very 

proud of you, well done!  

 

Week 3 Emily— 

Emily is always supportive of 

other students, she encourages 

them to be more confident 

through her enthusiasm, kindness 

and compassion. Emily is a great 

advocate for the St Marys 

community.   

 

Week 4 Louie—  

For going above and beyond 

this week always being polite 

and courteous. For being a 

model St Mary’s pupil, we are 

very proud to have you in our 

school. Well done Louie.  

 

Week 5 Andrei—  

Andrei has worked consistently 

hard to improve his focus, 

attention and concentration in 

class. He listens to staff 

instructions and has matured in 

his attitude and behaviours. Well 

done, Andrei! 

 

The total credits awarded in this 

academic year is an astounding 

270228, well done St Mary’s 

pupils we are very proud of you.  

 

Staffing 
 

This term we have welcomed Amy 

Wadsworth to our team of Teaching 

Assistants. We say goodbye to Mr Lily, 

Mr Jagot, Nathan Glavin and Lilly 

Lusted-May, we thank them for their 

contribution to St Mary’s during their 

time here and wish them all luck for 

the future. 

In September we welcome Mrs 

Buckland and Mrs Wisbey to our 

Teaching team and Gabrielle 

Millington to our Therapy team along 

wit a new Occupational Therapist. 

 

 

Message from Richard Preece,  

Acting CEO 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

What a year it has been at St Mary's! It 

is fantastic to look back in our 

newsletter at just some of the 

experiences that our students and 

pupils have had the opportunity to 

participate in - and that's just since we 

shared our last newsletter! Every term 

brings so many opportunities and 

experiences and we are grateful to all 

our wonderful staff and our supportive 

parents who all contribute to making 

life at St Mary's so enjoyable and 

interesting.  

 

This is the time of year when we say 

farewell to our some students / pupils 

who are moving on in the autumn. 

We are incredibly proud to see how 

well they have all done in their time 

with us and of course we are sad to 

say 'farewell'. However, this is an 

exciting time for them as well and we 

wish them every success and 

happiness in their next steps. We hope 

they keep in touch and we look 

forward to hearing how they are 

getting on. 

 

Looking ahead, we must of course 

remind everyone to stay safe in the 

sun. The hot weather has been quite 

excessive recently and may well 

continue over the next few weeks, so 

please continue to take sensible 

precautions to stay cool and avoid 

sunburn. We wish everyone a safe 

and happy summer and we look 

forward to welcoming everyone back 

on the 5th September. 



Key Stage 2 — Miss Crisp 

English: WW2: The class engaged fantastically with our class text ‘The Lion and the Unicorn’ and have produced some wonderful 

pieces of writing. Much of the writing was in the form of diary entries from the point of view of Lenny, the protagonist. Dur ing the 

lessons, everyone grasped personification and metaphors and many tried to include these techniques in all subsequent pieces o f 

writing. Another focus this term, was to describe how a character was feeling without stating the emotion; instead by describ ing 

sensations of the body and detailed descriptions of what could be seen and heard in their settings.   

PSHE: In term 6 we explored Living in the Wider World. We revisited the differences between people and ‘belonging’. We also looked 

at rules, laws, money and how to care for the environment. The class really engaged with climate change and the effect on animals 

and how we impact them.  

Maths : Data handling:  Data is always an enjoyable topic as there are so many real-life applications and opportunities for enquiry. 

KS2C learnt a lot about each other's preferences whilst completing and interpreting a range of tally charts, bar charts and 

pictograms. There was the opportunity for the class to challenge themselves with varying scales in order to progress.   

Food: Best of Britain:  This term, the children made a variety of different dishes which are associated with Britain, including sausage 

rolls and fruit crumble. Throughout the lessons, children were able to revisit and develop skills including peeling, chopping, mashing 

and weighing.   

RE: Bible stories: The class have enjoyed learning different stories from the bible. We studied each one and rewrote it as a comic strip 

before discussing what the message of the parable was.  

PE: Striking and fielding: In PE this term, children have learnt how to hit or strike a ball into spaces, so that they can score runs in 

different ways. Children have been playing a variety of team games where they have to strike and field. When fielding, they have 

learnt how to work together to keep the batters’ scores down. In all games and activities children have had to think about ho w they 

use skills, strategies and tactics to outwit the opposition.   

Science: Scientific Enquiries: We have revisited learning from previous terms and have carried out different enquiries. There has been 

the opportunity to develop different scientific skills including making observations, noting changes over time, pattern spott ing and 

ensuring fair testing. Some of the enquiries have included the effects of different drinks on  teeth, the variation of plants  in the school 

grounds, how polar bears stay warm in icy water and whether having longer legs means you are a faster runner.   

Art/DT: Making an Anderson Shelter: 2C have built bomb shelters with different materials following different criteria each week. 

Examples have included building a bomb shelter with limited materials (newspaper, straws and tape), building a bomb shelter to 

withhold weight being dropped on it, and to build a bomb shelter out of Lego.   

Music: Reflect, Rewind and Replay: Music this term has been revisiting skills and songs learnt 

previously with some added theory and fun. The class were particularly keen to sing the song 

about the aardvarks from term 4. We have also had a greater emphasis on rhythm this term, 

both by attempting more complicated activities on charanga, and doing our own rhythmic 

games using the drums.   

History:  WW2: KS2C have always engaged well during history lessons but this term has been 

incredible. They have all been so keen to learn about life during WW2 and what it meant for all 

involved. We have explored why it started, the blitz, evacuation and the jobs of women to 

name a few. Journeying as if we were being evacuated, invading different countries (chalk 

circles), and codebreaking have been some of the highlights.    



Key Stage 2 — Mr Morgan 

English: This term we focused on non-fiction texts.  The topics of the books were different types of transport.  Pupils completed fact 

files and labelled diagrams of different vehicles.  They were then given opportunity to write more descriptive pieces of writing about 

transport.  

Pupils had the opportunity to ride bikes out in the playground and then wrote about their experiences.   

Maths: Pupils collected data a number of different ways and presented them in many different ways too.   One example, was going 

out to the car park and recording the different colours of cars.  They recorded data by using tally charts, and presented data using 

pictograms, bar and block charts and even pie charts when using the J2data website.  Pupils then learnt how to interpret the data – 

find the least and most popular and then compare different results.    

Food:  This term pupils made different types of foods from around the world.  We made Italian pizza; French bread and cheese; 

Spanish omelette, Mexican fajitas and American BBQ.  These foods came with a host of different dips and flavours.  Pupils are trying 

so many new foods and flavours and discovering what they like/dislike.   

RE: Pupils began the term by comparing different religions.  We compared the clothing, the holy books and the places of 

worship.  We found differences and similarities.  We then looked at different reasons why we celebrate; gaining more of an 

understanding of ‘celebrations.  Pupils could list a lot of celebrations, including Christmas, birthdays and weddings.  Finally, we 

brought this back to why different religions have celebrations and how some of those celebrations are for birthdays too, such  as 

Jesus at Christmas.  

PE: Striking and fielding: In PE this term, children have learnt how to hit or strike a ball into spaces, so that they can score runs in 

different ways. Children have played a variety of team games where they have to strike and field. When fielding, they learn how to 

work together to keep the batters’ scores down. Pupils also competed in sports day and practice sports day events which helped 

develop their fundamental and athletics skills.  

Science: Pupils really enjoyed science lessons this term we had plenty of opportunities for practical activities.  Firstly, we designed and 

made rockets.  Using plastic bottles, we shot rockets into the air, from this we studied gravity and air resistance.  We then investigated 

friction – using a car moving on different surfaces and measuring the distance it travelled.  We used magnets; we discovered how 

magnets attract or repel and then found out what type of materials were magnetic or non-magnetic.  We ended the term exploring 

floating and sinking with links to our art and history lessons about boats.  

Art/DT:  This term we designed and made different types of transport:  We designed and make a boat that floats; designed planes to 

fly across like the room and made a rocket that flew into the air. Pupils thoroughly enjoyed this. 

Music: Pupils were listening to different sounds of transport – recognising the different sounds and matching them to the correct type 

of transport.  We also learnt a song from our decade (2010s) ‘What does the fox say?’ For the schools 100 year celebration, pupils  

learnt to sign and sing ‘Reach for the Stars’.  

History: Pupils learnt about famous people from the past related to the transport topic.  Firstly, we looked at the changes from past to 

present in how we travel, e.g, from horse and cart to electric cars.  We compared old cars to new, old boats to new etc.  We then 

spent time looking at those people who made a difference in their field of transport such as Neil Armstrong the astronaut and Amelia 

Earheart the pilot.  We also learnt about the Wright brothers who were the first people to make a working flying plane.  We finished 

the topic off by visiting Bexhill Museum.   

ICT:  Pupils used the website https://www.j2e.com/j2data/ - On this website pupils were able to make pictograms, bar charts and 

block charts.  This was very helpful and useful as they were learning about data in maths.  As well as this, pupils had time to revisit 

animation.  We used a very useful tool that gave animation a simpler step by step approach.  Pupils were able to work more 

independently in all areas.  

PSHE: Term 6 explored Living in the Wider World. We revisited the differences between people and ‘belonging’. We also looked at 

rules, laws, money and how to care for the environment. They really engaged with climate change and the effect on animals and  

how human impact on them.  



Key Stage 2 — Mrs Townend 

English: This term in English our topic was ‘Talk for writing and Grammar work’ we focused on this every week around our weekend 

news. We used our speaking and listening skills to communicate our weekend news to the class and then the class got a chance to 

ask relevant questions to the speaker, thinking about our body language and using appropriate eye contact.  We then got the 

chance to write our news up, working on our sentence structure. We added adjectives and punctuation to them. We have been 

doing some handwriting practice during our lessons as well to work on our letter formation skills. We also wrote up our news using 

Clicker on the computer to help with our sentence structure and writing. 

PE- Athletics: This term we focused on athletics; we started the term with working on our jumping skills, we learnt different jumping 

techniques and we thought about using our control and coordination whilst jumping. We then practiced for sports day which the 

class enjoyed. We have moved onto using our jumping skills we have practiced in some team sports. We finished the term working on 

improving our throwing skills. 

Maths: This term in Maths we focused on measure. We did this in a few different forms. We started by looking at ordering our heights  

within the class and looking at longer/taller, shorter, big and small. We then moved onto learning how to measure objects, fi rst using 

cubes then moving onto using a ruler, we also compared sizes. 

We also looked at weight, again comparing and ordering different weights. We learnt how to use scales as well.  

Food: This term we baked healthy foods. We looked at the ingredients and talked about things we like and dislike. We touched and 

smelt them too. We used various skills for e.g how we cream butter and sugar together, we melted butter using the hob, we also 

learnt how to knead bread. 

RE: We explored different religions and looked into people's beliefs, we covered a different religion each week and we compared 

them for example, places of worship and the clothes people wear. We matched these different topics to their religion.  

PSHE: During term 6 we explored Living in the Wider World. We revisited the differences between people and ‘belonging’. We also 

looked at rules, laws, money and how to care for the environment. They really engaged with climate change and the effect on 

animals and how we impact them. 

Science: We focused this term on materials, it was very hands on with lots of experiments; we looked at what objects are made of 

and we sorted them into different categories. We looked at why different materials are used for certain objects. We learnt through 

lots of experiments that materials can change shape, also when we heated or cooled a material we studied what happened to 

them. We looked at dissolving and we saw which materials can be separated. 

Alongside our materials topic we have been growing butterflies reminding ourselves about our topic from last term, the class have 

really enjoyed watching them change from caterpillars into butterflies. 

Art/DT: Our topic in Art/DT this term was ‘design a building’ which was linked with our history topic of ‘The Great fire of London’. We 

started by looking at London's skyline and we created our own and painted a fire background, we thought about the colours we 

needed for the London skyline to sit against. We then moved on to designing our own Tudor house from 1666 and we made them 

from boxes; we looked at the detail needed to make them look like Tudor houses from 1666. We ended up putting them all together 

to make a street, and burning them down to show what happened in ‘The Great Fire of London’.  

Music: We followed the Charanga scheme- this terms theme was Reflect, rewind and replay. The material presents an integrated 

approach to music where games, the dimensions of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc), singing and playing instruments are all linked. As 

well as learning to sing, play, improvise and compose with this song, children listened and appraised different styles of music. 

History: This term we focused on ‘The Great fire of London’, we made a start to the topic by looking at the city London and where it 

was in the UK , we then looked at the landmarks it has there. We looked at what a timeline is and we made one about their life so far 

then the class ordered one about 1666. We listened to the story of ‘The Great Fire of London’; we looked into how the fire started and 

they completed various activities related to this. We compared things from now and then. We looked at what the streets and 

buildings look like in 1666 and compared them to now. 

  

  



Year 7 

English - Creative Writing inspired by Journey: This term we have completed some creative writing.  We started by looking at the 

‘text’ Journey and decided what each character might be saying or thinking at each point of the story.  The pupils then used this 

text to create their own story.  Pupils have ensured they used adjectives or expanded noun phrases to create as much description 

as possible, and then followed the theme of their character drawing something with their magical pen, felt tip or crayon. This helped 

them solve the problem they have encountered.  I have been really impressed with their creativeness, but also their perseverance 

and determination to make their story the best it possibly can be.  Well done year 7s, I have really enjoyed reading your stories.   

Maths :  This term pupils have begun to explore fractions. We have looked at using fractions to describe parts of shapes, finding 

equivalent fractions, and adding and subtracting fractions.  Pupils have also learnt to transform shapes, including rotation and 

translation. The class particularly enjoyed using mirrors to reflect shapes, as seen in the pictures.   

Science: In science we looked at energy transfers and plant reproduction. Each unit will end with a topic test to assess how well 

students have remembered key ideas. In energy transfers we considered different stores of energy such as kinetic, elastic and 

chemical. We also considered how energy changes from one store to another. In plant reproduction we looked at the parts of a 

flower and consider how pollination and seed dispersal happen.    

Design Technology -Textiles : Pupils have learnt about the Queens Jubilee and learn how to make a range of Textile based artwork 

which includes a Queens head collage, a fabric collage of a Jubilee party food and a River of Hope scarf using Batik.    

RE : Pupils have learnt how to be a good friend through religion.   Pupils have learnt different ways in which they can be a good 

friend and compare some of the characters from different religious stories of friendship.   

PE: Striking and fielding: Pupils have been developing their hand eye co-ordination skills through batting, bowling and fielding. Pupils 

have learnt a range of different stroke techniques and bowling movements. Throughout the term pupils have developed their game 

management skills and how to control game situations within a team.   Pupils have evaluated their performances and have thought 

of ways they can improve. 

Art : Pupils have learnt how to make and paint a Mod Roc mask using appropriate colours and embellish it.    They have designed a 

stage set to compliment the chosen mask design and reviewed their work.   

Music:  Pupils have studied a selection of Abba music. They have learnt about the lyrics and what the songs are about and how 

songs are made up.  Pupils have identified some of the instruments they heard in the songs and created a musical piece to perform 

to peers.   

Geography: During term 6 pupils have continued to deepen their understanding of physical and human geography and how they 

impact on each other.  We have found reasons why people don’t live in the Ural mountains or Siberia.  We have looked at why in 

Russia people will want to live in cities rather than in the countryside.  All pupils have developed a much greater sense of being able 

to place themselves ‘in others shoes’ to understand their reasons for their choices.  

History: This term we have completed our topic on the Black Death. Within this term we have looked at the peasant revolt, Poll Tax, 

Peasant riots and the Death of Wat Tyler. We researched what types of Tax we pay now and why we pay them, we took part in a 

class debate whether we should pay tax or tax being removed. We all agreed that tax needed to exist however, different charges 

depending on income and personal circumstances.  

PSHE: During Term 6 we explored Living in the Wider World. We looked at human diversity, LGBTQ+ and discrimination, sparking some 

interesting debates. We have also explored equal opportunities, rights and responsibilities and understanding we all have a role to 

play in society. We finished the term looking at finances with links to careers and life choices.  

  

  

 

 



Year 8 

English – Shakespeare: A Mid-Summer Nights Dream:  This term we  looked at 

one of the Shakespearean plays – A Mid-Summer Nights Dream.  I have been so 

impressed by the whole classes' enthusiasm for this text, as it is not always an easy 

plot to follow.  Each lesson the pupils have amazed me by their ability to work 

together to summarise the text so far. They have loved the role play part of the 

lessons and completed the diary entries as if they were the characters.  The pupils 

have put real feeling into their work.  This has been a fantastic start to learning 

about Shakespeare and his work – well done!   

Maths: This term pupils have explored number sequences. Pupils were able to 

find the rule of a sequence, and carry the sequence on. Pupils have also been 

introduced to the concept of Probability. We have completed a range of 

experiments in class to gather data and estimate probability. Pupils have done a 

lot of pair work this term, and I have been blown away by their teamwork skills, 

and continued positive attitude towards their learning.   

Science: This term we looked at the breathing system and respiration. We measured 

our lung capacity and learnt the parts of the respiratory system. We considered the 

problems that cause conditions such as asthma and bronchitis. We considered why 

smoking has been banned in public places and cars carrying children. Respiration is 

the chemical reaction that releases energy from our food. We will investigate 

respiration and anaerobic respiration discussing how this can be used to make alcohol 

and bread.  

Design Technology -Textiles: The theme this term was Nautical/sea creatures and 

pupils have learnt about patterns in nature and the Art style –Pop Art.  They have 

explored watercolour, charcoal and chalk and learnt how to create a Batik final 

piece.     

PE: Striking and fielding:  Pupils have been developing their hand eye co-ordination 

skills through batting, bowling and fielding. Pupils have learnt a range of different stroke 

techniques and bowling movements. Throughout the term pupils have developed their 

game management skills and how to control game situations within a team.  Pupils 

have evaluated their performances and thought of ways they can improve.  

History: This term we completed our topic on World War one; we studied the Battle of 

the Somme and why some see it a disaster and others see it as the reason why we won the war. We made our own trench designs 

using boxes, Lego and paper. We found out what soldiers ate and drank when food was scarce including, lice, mud coffee and 

roasted rat.  

Geography: Year 8 have continued their exploration of the Asian continent.  Together we have found why people wanted to go on 

holiday in different places in Asia and also where the rainforest are and what they look like.  It has been really pleasing to see them 

develop their questioning techniques and how they are able to understand different viewpoints.  They have really developed in their 

discussion skills this term which has enabled them to listen to each other and discuss differences of opinion!   

Art: Pupils have completed their work on Egyptian Art and a made an Egyptian inspired 3D tomb.    They have shown knowledge of 

colour mixing and how to apply appropriate Egyptian colours and design a Scarab beetle pendant.    

Music: Pupils have learnt about a selection of Rock music and study the following songs:  Smoke On The Water by Deep Purple, 

Living On A Prayer by Bon Jovi, We will Rock you by Queen, Johnny B. Goode by Chuck Berry, Rocking all over the world by Status 

Quo and I Saw Her Standing There by The Beatles.   

They have learnt about the lyrics and what the songs are about and how songs are made up.      Pupils have identified some of the 

instruments they heard in the songs and created a musical piece to perform to peers.    

RE: This term year 8 have been learning all about forgiveness, what this is and what it might feel like and why we forgive. Pupils have 

openly shared experiences of forgiveness with one another. Pupils have then taken a deeper look into forgiveness by learning how 

various religions participate in forgiveness. Pupils particularly enjoyed learning of the Jewish practice of Yom Kippur.  

PSHE: During Term 6 we explored 

Living in the Wider World. We 

looked at human diversity, LGBTQ+ 

and discrimination, sparking some 

interesting debates. We have also 

explored equal opportunities, rights 

and responsibilities, understanding 

we all have a role to play in 

society. Lastly, we looked at 

finances with links to careers and 

life choices.  



Year 9 

English - Shakespeare: The Merchant of Venice : This term we looked at one of the 

Shakespearean plays – The Merchant of Venice.  We started by understanding Shakespeare, 

his background and the language that was used in Shakespearean time.  We then moved on 

to reading an abridged version of the play and the pupils have written letters backwards and 

forwards between different characters to show their understanding of the plot and the 

characters.  The pupils have worked extremely hard with their letters and diary entries and 

have shown some really good understanding behind the characters’ actions and 

reactions.  Well done.  

Maths:   This term pupils have explored number sequences. Pupils were able to find the rule of 

a sequence, and carry the sequence on. Pupils have also been introduced to the concept of 

Probability. We have completed a range of experiments in class to gather data and estimate 

probability. Pupils have done a lot of pair work this term, and I have been blown away by their 

teamwork skills, and continued positive attitude towards their learning.  

Science: This term we have studied the units digestion and photosynthesis. We have learnt 

how our body breaks down food into soluble parts that can move around the body in our 

blood. We looked at food groups and carried out food tests to determine what food groups 

are in each food. In photosynthesis we have considered how plants can make their own food. 

We learnt the word equation for photosynthesis and investigated the conditions that increase 

or decrease the speed of photosynthesis.  

Design Technology- Textiles :  Pupils have learnt about nature inspired knitting, including the history of knitting, the skill of knitting and 

how to knit.   

They have learnt about nature’s colours and how they inspire Textiles and study natural patterns.  They have also designed their own 

item of clothing.  

PE: Striking and fielding:  Pupils have developed their hand eye co-ordination skills through batting, bowling and fielding. Pupils have 

learnt a range of different stroke techniques and bowling movements. Throughout the term pupils have developed their game 

management skills and how to control game situations within a team.  Pupils have been evaluating their performances and thinking 

of ways they can improve.  

Art:  Pupils have learnt about bird collage and produced a 3D piece based on the study of birds.   They have learnt how to print with 

natural materials, how to use a range of media and how to create a Monoprint of a bird.  

Music:  Pupils have learnt about a selection of Pop music and study the following songs:    Top Of The World sung by The Carpenters, 

Don’t Worry Be Happy sung by Bobby McFerrin, Happy by Pharrell Williams, Walking On Sunshine sung by Katrina And The Waves, 

When You’re Smiling sung by Frank Sinatra, and Love Will Save The Day sung by Brendan Reilly.   

They have learnt about the lyrics and what the songs are about and how songs are made up.   Pupils have identified some of the 

instruments they heard in the songs and created a musical piece to perform to peers.    

RE: Year 9 continued their religious education this term by learning about the links between gender equality, religion, and social 

justice. Its safe to say year 9 were astounded by some of the facts regarding gender equality, or lack of, even in todays society! 

Once pupils had enhanced their understanding of the developments in equality in the UK in recent history, they then began to 

dissect statements from the text belonging to several different religions, in order to identify for themselves if equality is  apparent. Well 

done year 9, a very mature attitude to a difficult topic. 

PSHE: During Term 6 we explored Living in the Wider World. We looked at human diversity, LGBTQ+ and discrimination, sparking some 

interesting debates. We have also explored equal opportunities, rights and responsibilities, understanding we all have a role to play in 

society. Lastly, we looked at finances with links to careers and life choices.  

Geography: This term we finished our topic on volcanoes and earthquakes. This term we completed a study on a volcanic eruption 

of Mt St Helens. We finished the term by making our own models of volcanoes. The class split into 2 teams; one using coke cola and 

Mentos the other using vinegar and bicarbonate of soda. Both teams made fantastic explosions and understood how fast lava can 

travel! 

History  This term we finished looking at our 

topic by completing a case study on 

Martin Luther King Jr and his impact on the 

civil rights movement. We then moved our 

topic to present day and researched 

Black Lives Matter and the reasoning why 

the group was formed and the impact 

they have today. We discussed if we 

witnessed racism in or out of school; who 

we should report it to. 

  



BTEC Sport    

Pupils have finished their young 

leaders award this term. They 

continued to develop their 

leadership role and skills by 

learning a range of skills in 

leadership and managing games 

and events. Pupils helped to run 

the KS2 sports day as well as plan 

and prepare for the event, well 

done everyone who was involved 

in this terms lessons.   

BTEC Art 

Pupils worked in two groups to design a fabric wall hanging for the 100 years of St Marys and 

learnt a range of Textile skills from applique and felt making to silk painting and Batik.    

They created a mural for the St Mary's Duck project, to be displayed in the Hastings Museum to 

showcase the work that the school has achieved for the local 3D Duck project completed last 

Term.  They also learnt a different Art technique each week.   

Year 10 

English:  The GCSE pupils continued with their work on Poetry under the title of Power and Conflict.   They analysed each poem 

together before writing up their own understanding of it, using evidence from the poem.   They also compared some of the poems to 

start to gain an understanding of what would be expected of them in an exam. I have been amazed at the thoughtful comments 

they have made about the words used and the questions they have asked about some of the poems. Well done you should be 

extremely proud of the work you have done this term – it has not been easy.  

The Functional skills pupils had a slight change in what they studied this term and they looked at a book called ‘This Morning I Met a 

Whale’. The pupils all listened carefully to the text before making some fabulous power point presentations all about the issues raised 

in the book, e.g. The animals that live in The River Thames, The River Thames itself and Bottle-Nosed Whales. This as well as completing 

their English Functional Skills tests. I have been amazed by the quality of work they have produced independently – well done!  

Maths :  This term GCSE pupils have explored different graphs, we have learnt to plot coordinates, find the midpoint of two 

coordinates, and interpret real-life graphs. We have also begun to explore right angled triangles, including using Pythagoras’ 

Theorem to find missing side lengths. Pupils have shown fantastic resilience when tackling these challenging topics.   

Functional skills pupils have focused on recognising place value, and using this to partition numbers. We have used the multilink 

cubes to support with finding the difference between two numbers. We have continued to practice our times tables, and pupils 

enjoyed playing ‘hit the button’ to support this.   

Science  : This term we continued to work towards GCSE in science and the units we studied were ecology and speed. The ecology 

unit considered how food webs work and how control of the food web happens in intensive and traditional farming. We also 

considered water pollution and eutrophication. In the speed unit we looked at balanced and unbalanced forces and how these 

create acceleration or negative acceleration. We learnt the speed = distance / time formula and  how to apply this to new 

situations.  

PE: Striking and fielding:   This term, pupils have been focusing on a range of different striking and fielding sports, including cricket, 

rounders and stoolball. Pupils have been developing their hand eye co-ordination skills through batting, bowling and fielding. Pupils 

have learnt a range of different stroke techniques and bowling movements. Throughout the term pupils have developed their game 

management skills and how to control game situations within a team.   Pupils have evaluated their performances and thought of 

ways they can improve.  

Careers: This term year 10 finalised their learning of the second of the BTEC core units, Being Organised. To showcase their learning 

over recent terms pupils embarked on a small individual project, whereby they planned a hypothetical camping trip. Pupils rea lly 

enjoyed the autonomy this mini project allowed them with the freedom to be creative in their choice of destination, group, and 

activities that they selected to participate in. At the end of term, several pupils shared their trip with the group. It was interesting to 

see the difference in pupils planning. Thank you and well-done year 10. 

PSHE : During Term 6 we explored 

Living in the Wider World. We looked 

at human diversity, LGBTQ+ and 

discrimination, encouraging a good 

discussion about what it is and how 

it affects people. We also looked at 

equal opportunities, roles and 

responsibilities and caring for the 

environment, focusing on plastic 

waste.  

BTEC Vocational Studies 

This term in BTEC vocational group spent time and care preparing and mounting their previous terms work to piece together their 

final mood board. Pupils finalised boards looked fantastic and all so individual, demonstrating several art techniques. Learners each 

presented their finished piece to the group. Beautiful creative work, well done 5H. 



Key Stage 4/5H 
 

English (Functional Skills): Pupils have continued on their Functional Skills work practicing for exams.  

They have learnt about Vowels and consonants, days of the week, lower and upper case letters, how to use a dictionary and how to 

review their work.  

The class have also practiced speaking and listening by working in small groups on discussion skills. They have practiced past exam 

papers to understand the format of exams and have worked a little more on poetry structure and writing.  

Maths: This term we sat our Entry Level Skills exam; we used all our knowledge throughout the year to complete the exam. To 

complete term 6 we looked at measuring using capacity, shapes and patterns. We are all revising shapes with 5 sides and more as 

these shapes can be hard to identify.  

PE: Striking and fielding: In PE this term, pupils have learnt how to hit or strike a ball into spaces, so that they can score runs in different 

ways. They have been playing a variety of team games where they have to strike and field. When fielding, they have learnt how to 

work together to keep the batters’ scores down. In all games activities, children have had to think about how they use skills , strategies 

and tactics to outwit the opposition.  

BTEC Construction : Making Minor Repairs: Pupils studying BTEC Construction will continue on their 3rd and final module of the year: 

Making minor repairs. They will continue to gain hands on practical knowledge and experience surrounding these repairs, 

demonstrating understanding of process’ involved, tools and equipment. Pupils will reflect on each experience as they go. 

Furthermore, pupils must demonstrate that they can manage their own responsibilities and communicate effectively with others when 

making minor repairs in a house.  

BTEC Vocation : Mood Board: Pupils studying BTEC Vocation will continue their journey towards completing their mood board, started 

in term 5. Learners will explore a range of art techniques to use on this including the use of different mediums. At the end of the unit, 

pupils will share their mood board with the group and evaluate the process – identifying areas they enjoyed / didn’t enjoy and things 

they found easy / struggled with.  

PSHE: We have had outside visitors delivering PSHE this term from National Skills 

Builder. They have covered everything ranging from maintaining health and 

wellbeing to skills and values for employability. The pupils engaged well, enjoyed 

the sessions and made the visitors feel very welcome.  

 

 

 

 

 

BTEC Hospitality 

Pupils learnt how to plan and prepare for a Summer party.  They learnt how to cook a range of recipes that could be served 

(Chocolate Brownies, mini pizzas, Cheese straws) and learnt how to make Mocktails.  Pupils created invitations, learnt about the 

factors involved and how to serve party food appropriately.   

BTEC Digital Media 

Digital Media Makeup Class Black Eyes, cuts and bruises: As part of our ‘Make a 

Short Film’ assignment in Digital Media we thought about how makeup can 

improve the impact of our film. Pupils learnt how to do makeup to add effect to 

our films. To start with she showed us a ‘bruise wheel’ which is a selection of 

different colours of makeup. You can create a realist bruise by starting with the 

paler colours and then introducing darker colours. After this, pupils learnt how to 

make a realistic cut using glue and makeup. The pupils were all allowed to create 

their own cuts and bruises as shown in the photographs. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Key Stage 4/5W 
English:  Creative Writing: After finishing their GCSE exams, the pupils have spent some time looking at creative writing.   They have 

learnt from some well-known authors and have started to gain a real understanding of how they plan their books, including creating 

a backstory for each of their characters and how a complete story is structured.   This led to the pupils creating their very own story 

and characters. I have been blown away by the pupils’ perseverance and creativity when writing their own stories. Well done – you 

should feel extremely proud of what you have achieved this year – good luck with your exam results!  

English (Functional Skills): Pupils have continued on their Functional Skills work practicing for exams.  

They have learnt about Vowels and consonants, days of the week, lower and upper case letters, how to use a dictionary and how to 

review their work.  

 

The class have also practiced speaking and listening by working in small groups on discussion skills. They have practiced past exam 

papers to understand the format of exams and have worked a little more on poetry structure and writing.  

Maths: GCSE pupils have blown me away this term with their maturity and resilience when completing their exams. They should all be 

so proud of themselves!   

After the exams, we have explored using Maths in some real-life contexts, including currency exchange, finding the best value item, 

calculating bills, and budgeting money.   

Careers: This term year 5W finalised their learning of the second of the BTEC core units, Being Organised. To showcase their learning 

over recent terms pupils embarked on a small individual project, whereby they planned a hypothetical camping trip. Pupils rea lly 

enjoyed the autonomy this mini project allowed them with the freedom to be creative in their choice of destination, group, and 

activities that they selected to participate in. At the end of term, several pupils shared their trip with the group. It was interesting to 

see the difference in pupils planning. Thank you and well-done 5W  

PE: Striking and fielding: This term, pupils have been focusing on a range of different striking and fielding sports, including, cricket, 

rounders and stoolball. Pupils have been developing their hand eye co-ordination skills through batting, bowling and fielding. Pupils 

have learnt a range of different stroke techniques and bowling movements. Throughout the term pupils have developed their game 

management skills and how to control game situations within a team.   Pupils have evaluated their performances and though of 

ways they can improve.    

PSHE: We have had outside visitors delivering PSHE this term from National Skills Builder. They have covered everything ranging from 

maintaining health and wellbeing to skills and values for employability. The pupils engaged well, enjoyed the sessions and made the 

visitors feel very welcome.  

Gardening Club 

This term our Gardening Club members have been incredibly productive. Our fruit and vegetable plants are flourishing, so much so 

that we were able to pull up enough new potatoes, spring onions and mint to prepare and cook 2 delicious Potato, Onion, Pea and 

Mint Frittatas. (I must confess that we used frozen peas for our recipe, because the children and staff have all been doing a lot of 

'tasting' of the fresh peas from the allotment). 

On top of planting and nurturing our fruit and vegetables plants, we have also been busy taking care of our local wildlife. Working 

with Forest School and KS2,  we helped created an enormous bug hotel to offer refuge for lonely bees, butterflies, beetles and 

insects.  

The school has completely renovated the lovely old Garden building, so we have developed this into a delightful outdoor learning 

space, which the pupils are really enjoying. 

Gardening club members have also built, decorated and hung some beautiful bird houses in the trees around our garden beds and 

we constructed some very sturdy (fox & badger proof) Hedgehog homes that we will be installing along St Marys' nature trail.  

In conjunction with the Duke of Edinburgh pupils, Gardening club members are working really hard on restoring St Mary's Memorial 

garden, and we are all looking forward to showing it off during our 100 Year Celebrations. 

I am extremely proud to share that we have gained The Level 3 Royal Horticultural Society School Gardening Award (the prize being 

a £50 Nursery voucher) and we have just qualified for Level 4. 

 



 

Swimming Gala 

This term all pupils have participated in the annual St Marys swimming gala. It was another fantastic occasion with three different 

galas taking place throughout the week. In each gala there was a huge amount of team work, encouragement and determination 

by each pupil. The primary event, which was by far the loudest event saw the yellow team just take first place from the blue team in 

a very close contest.  

In the next gala which was KS3, saw some fantastic stroke work and some new record times as the red team, despite having less  

competitors took a surprise victory. 

The final event was the combined KS4 and KS5 swimming gala, which was very competitive. In the end the yellow team managed to 

win first place and consequently winning the gala trophy for the yellow house in 2022, well done to all those involved in the events! 

 

 

 

Sports day 

We were lucky enough to be able to welcome back parents to our KS2 sports day this year. It was a fantastic afternoon and all  pupils 

worked really hard to show off their athletic skills in the event. Other pupils were able to compete within their PE lessons which meant 

that all competitions were very close and competitive. Pupils worked really hard and there was a fantastic show of teamworking and 

pride across the school. 

 



North Lodge 
 

This term, although 7 weeks in duration has just flown by. We have had many lovely activities and parties to join in with.  

We have celebrated birthdays and had parties for Steven, Kianush, Alicia and Alex. As you may all be aware it was decided at the 

beginning of Term 6 that St Mary’s would provide a Birthday Celebration for all of the Residential pupils. This includes the Birthday Boy 

or Girl choosing what they would like for their Celebration Tea, a choice of a Chocolate or Vanilla Birthday Cake and to finish the 

evening they are able to make a decision between enjoying party games, outdoor sports activities or music and dance with the 

option to add watching a movie as an extra bit of fun. This has proved very successful and it gives everyone the opportunity of 

attending each Celebration. 

On 11th July 2022 all of the pupils on North Lodge with their staff team had an end of Term party with games and some amazing 

food choices, this was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

We are currently thinking about after education activities from September and will meet with all of the pupils on their return for their 

thoughts and ideas. Judo, Mixed Martial Arts and Drumming lessons are still all in place and we will commence these as soon as we 

return. 

We have had Children from other Schools come and visit us for taster evening, they were all made to feel so welcome by your 

children. 

As we are all enjoying this amazing change in weather all we have left to say is that we hope each and every one of you have a 

wonderful holiday, whether you are remaining local or off to faraway places. 

We are all very sad to say that Nathan Glavin will be leaving North Lodge. He will be greatly missed by Pupils and his friends on North 

Lodge. 

We look forward to welcoming everyone back in September. 

Follow that duck 

All pupils will be coming home with trail maps, giving you the details of the paths to follow to find the duck, we thought some of you 

may wish to take on the whole trail, during the school summer holidays! Some of our pupils had the opportunity to locate some of the 

ducks on the trail last week!  

  

 

 

 
 
 
 



1oo Years of St Mary’s Celebration 

On Thursday 14th July we held a celebration day, each class had a different decade to celebrate. The pupils dressed up, performed 

in front of the whole school and then had a whole school picnic. The afternoon was filled with fun games and activities.  All pupils 

behaved impeccably and in the words of one of our pupils “it was the best party ever!”  

Leavers Prom 



Therapy 

In Girls Group pupils have been practicing conversation skills, appropriate questions to ask people we know or don’t know, sharing 

our likes and dislikes and talking about our futures. We have enjoyed sharing songs we like, singing, mindfulness colouring, crafts and 

talking about our worries if we are feeling down.  On Wednesday 13th July we also took a trip down into Bexhill to follow the trail of 

ducks that are around Bexhill and Hastings. We even found our very own St. Mary’s Duck, Bob at Cactus Moon Coffee shop in Bexhill 

town. 

In KS2 pupils have been continuing to work on using language descriptively and socially to talk about things they have made, drawn 

and seen. They have all made progress with talking confidently to the class, and have shared some great creations.  Other 

pupils have worked on taking turns in games, listening to instructions and road safety. Some of our other KS2 pupils have completed 

the Zones of Regulation Programme.  They have explored calming, alerting and organizing activities in sensory circuits, and have 

thought about how these made them feel.  They have also explored their 'Inner Critic' 'Inner Coach' to think about helpful and 

negative thoughts.  In addition, they have practiced sharing worries and thinking of strategies to manage them. 

In KS3 pupils have been using Yoga and movement to support their sensory needs and as a relaxation technique.  They have also 

learnt about agreeing and disagreeing in an appropriate way.  They have also worked on expressing opinions assertively.  Pupils 

have also looked at social scenarios and problem solved how to react in different situations.  They have also considered bullying and 

cyberbullying, focusing on how to recognising what it is and how to get help.  They also used a range of activities to build 

relationships and cooperative skills. 

Pupils have been recapping the ‘Zones of Regulation’ and ‘Sensory Circuit’ programmes led by SALT and OT, to support self-

regulation and emotional control. We have learnt our bodies experience 4 different zones which are represented by different 

colours; blue (slow), green (ready), yellow (wiggly), red (out of control) and explored activities to alert, organise and calm our 

bodies. Pupils have expressed their own emotions with increased awareness and accuracy. They have explored a variety of simple 

and more complex emotions through role play (facial expression and body language). Have thought about how different problems 

and scenarios make us feel,  

In KS4 pupils have developed skills in complaining in an appropriate way.  They have also practiced complaining in different 

situations.  This has tied into work on passive, aggressive and assertive styles of communication.  They have also practiced starting 

conversations with peers based on the other person's interests.  

In KS5 pupils have focused on developing their understanding and use of positional language and following instructions.  They have 

also explored ways of using their free time.  Another area of focus has been developing conversation skills and understanding the 

'rules' that govern conversation. They explored what was appropriate or inappropriate using role play and sorting activities.   Other 

pupils in KS5 have worked on developing their awareness of when it is appropriate to complain, different formats for complain ing on 

identifying different ways you could ask for your complaint to be resolved.  We also thought about times of change and 

transition.  We identified that some change can be positive, whilst recognising that change can also be challenging.  We also 

explored ways of supporting our wellbeing and seeking support at such times. 

This term we have also enjoyed using the new terrace markings for sensory circuits.   It has been fun using the new circuits to develop 

balance and coordination.  They are also great for playing with friends.  We have also been reconfiguring our Physio gym to make it 

more accessible for pupils.  This will support our pupils to use it for sensory circuits, exercise and movement programmes. 

School Council 

We have had our final school council meeting for this year.  We would like to thank all our Representatives who have worked so hard 

in sharing the views of their classes, and in helping us to continue to develop and improve the school.  Thanks to their contributions 

there have been lots of exciting developments this year.  This term we have finalised arrangements for the Prom.  We have also 

voted on a new song to end our day on Friday. We have heard about improvements to the site including markings to the terrace 

which have been completed and new seating which will be put in place over the Summer.  We also talked about making a short 

video for the school website so that pupils can share their views of the school.  In September we will be having elections for our new 

school council.  We asked pupils to think about putting themselves forward to represent their class, and what they might be able to 

offer in this role. 



 

Safeguarding 

Sussex Mental Healthline expands support offer for children and young people 

The Children and Young People's Sussex Mental Healthline went live on Monday 4 July 2022. An 

extension of the existing Sussex Mental Healthline, there are now mental health trained clinicians in the service to support calls from 

children, young people, parents and carers. 

How does it work? 

When a young person calls the Sussex Mental Healthline (SMHL) they will be put straight through to a mental health trained clinician. 

If the clinician is already on another call, a call back within the next hour will be arranged. 

Who can call us? 

Anyone who is concerned about a young person experiencing a mental health crisis can contact the service for free on 0800 0309 

500. 

When to call us? 

If a young person is suicidal or has self-harmed 

If a young person is experiencing extreme emotional distress that won't stop 

If a young person is experiencing sudden or severe anxiety which is preventing them getting on with their normal life 

If a young person is in extreme emotional distress and would like to speak to someone 

If anyone needs urgent advice about a young person's mental health. 

What we can do 

Offer advice and support about how to cope in a crisis 

Help the young person and carers make plans to keep the young person safe 

Complete an urgent assessment of risk 

Offer follow-up from local CAMHS Duty and Liaison Teams 

Offer signposting to other services that may be able to support. 

For more information 

Sussex Mental Healthline  

Local information, advice and training for young people and families is also available at: www.westsussex.gov.uk/yourmindmatters 

BTEC Land Based Studies 

Pupils continued to care for the animals at Little Gate Farm. They used their skills learnt throughout the year to herd sheep and their 

lambs, as well as continue health checks. This term we helped shear the animals as weather got hotter. We also watched the 

alpacas be sheared which only happens once every two years. Pupils became more independent on the farm and were able to 

follow routine and carry out jobs with less prompting.   

 

BTEC Construction 
BTEC Construction pupils have spent this term 

finalising their 3rd and final unit of the year, 

making minor repairs. Pupils continued to 

carry out minor repairs and log these 

throughout the term. Activities offered 

including using WD40, to stop doors and gates 

squeaking, using silicone, and repairing the 

colleges external wooden flower beds. Well 

done BTEC construction pupils a very positive 

and productive year! 

https://www.sussexpartnership.nhs.uk/whats-new/sussex-mental-healthline-expands-support-offer-children-and-young-people


Health 

 

We have the immunisation team in next academic year for the flu vaccinations for pupils up to year 6.  Further information regarding 

dates and consent will be provided nearer the time. HPV vaccinations for both boys and girls in year 8 will take place on 16.09.2022 

and 08.06.2023. The year 9 Td/IPV and MenACWY vaccinations (leaving school boosters) will take place 19.09.2023. Further 

information will be available neared the time. 

If you think your child has missed any of these vaccines please check with your GP.  

Key Dates Term 1 

Day Event  

Thursday 1st September  INSET Training Day 

Friday 2nd September  INSET Training Day 

Sunday 4th September Residential pupils return pm 

Monday 5th September First day of Term 1 

Wednesday 7th September Independent IAG interviews for Year 10 Pupils 

Thursday 8th September Independent IAG interviews for Year 13 Pupils 

Friday 16th September HPV vaccinations  

Thursday 20th October  Last day of Term 1 





Transition 

 

.  


