
                                       

ENGLISH CURRICULUM 

Intent: 

At St Mary’s we aim to offer a broad and balanced curriculum that meets the needs of our 
pupils.  Through the English curriculum, we aim to foster skills that are transferable for future 
employment.  Learning to apply their English skills will support pupils’ independence. 

Implementation: 

English is taught formally from KS2 through to KS5 through a daily lesson. Four of the 
English lessons are taught by the Class or English Teacher and the fifth lesson is delivered 
by a Speech and Language Therapist. These lessons are focused on the use and 
application of language in communication, supporting our pupils to develop the necessary 
social communication skills that they will need in society. Opportunities to practice and apply 
literacy skills are embedded into all curriculum schemes of work. The reading and writing 
schemes of work plan for the sequential development of skills through a broad range of 
themes and focus with identified cross curricular links to support the generalisation of skills. 
Across the school whole texts are studied in English lessons.  Texts and themes are 
selected to engage and motivate pupils and the schemes of work are therefore flexible and 
responsive to pupils’ changing interests 

The learning objectives for all lessons come from our sequenced curriculum plans. Pupils’ 
learning progress is tracked using the school assessment system (Hexagons) , which sets 
out a small sequential stepped approach to the development of skills, knowledge and 
understanding in relation to each stage of learning.   

Reading and Phonics 

Pupils read daily and phonics are taught through the Letters and Sounds programme in KS2. 
All pupils take a reading book home regularly; we encourage pupils to read at home and 
reward this with points that equate to a monetary value, which can be redeemed for a text of 
their choosing. Reading books for KS2 are organised into phonic phases which enables the 
KS2 teachers to match pupils’ Phonic phase to an appropriate reading book.   However, 
pupils in KS2 are also encouraged and supported to choose a book from the class reading 
area which will expose them to higher levels of phonics and texts.  

Reading and the practice and application of skills is planned for across the curriculum to 
provide frequent and regular opportunities. 

Each week teachers identify a ‘Reading Star’; this will be a pupil who has made extra effort 
or significant progress during the week.  

Resources 

All classes have resources to support their pupils’ needs. Reading scheme books from a 
range of engaging schemes are available for readers of all levels, in the school Library as 
well as the classroom. Pupils’ reading age equivalent and reading progress, in KS3 upwards, 
is tracked via Accelerated on a termly basis.  On completion of a book pupils are 
encouraged to log into Accelerated Reader and take a quiz based on their understanding of 
their book.   



 

Assessment, target setting and progress tracking 

Progress in reading, writing and communication is tracked against the Hexagons at KS2 and 
3 and through the exam criteria and course outcomes for KS4 and 5. Data capture takes 
place each term.   Progress is measured against school defined expected progress targets. 
The English Learning Leader and the SLT identify progress that is less than expected 
through data analysis and at MAPPM.  Action may be identified where slow or low progress 
is a cause for concern. 

The development of effective communication skills is considered to be essential in fulfilling 
academic and personal development potential. Skills are tracked through both the Hexagons 
and targets set by Speech and Language Therapists. 

 

Reporting  

Parents receive information relating to both academic and personal development progress at 
annual review and at the end of the year through the school report and the data report. In 
addition to this there are at least 2 parent consultation evenings per year and current 
progress and development is also shared and discussed with parents / carers at these 
meetings. 

Where applicable, E.G SATS and accredited subjects are reported to the DfE. 

Supporting learning at home 

A range of school subscribed software packages have home use facility. Education City is 
used to set homework in school classes, where appropriate.  

 

Linked policies and documents 

St Mary’s Special School and 6th Form College Curriculum 
Curriculum overviews 
Safeguarding policy 
On-line safety policy 
Teaching and Learning policy 
Assessment and recording policy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


