
 

                                        

COMPUTING CURRICULUM 

 

Intent: 

At St Mary’s we aim to offer a broad and balanced curriculum that meets the needs of our 
pupils.  Through the computing curriculum, we aim to introduce our pupils to a variety of 
practical skills around computing. We aim to foster skills that are transferable for future 
employment.  Learning to apply their computing skills will support pupils’ independence.  

 

Implementation: 

Computing skills, including on line safety, are taught formally at KS2 and 3 through weekly 
lessons and at KS4 in rotation with Careers and RE. Teachers look to motivate and engage 
pupils through a challenging yet accessible curriculum. 

The curriculum is designed to support pupils in acquiring key ICT skills that will support them 
in potential future employment.  It also engages them in challenging skills such as basic 
programming and image manipulation.  The Curriculum is designed to develop and embed 
skills in computing. 

The learning objectives for all lessons come from our sequenced curriculum plans. Pupils’ 
learning progress is tracked using the school assessment system (Hexagons), which sets 
out a small sequential stepped approach to the development of skills, knowledge and 
understanding in relation to each stage of learning. 

Resources 

All classrooms have desktop computers and a smart board. In addition, there is a bank of 
laptops and iPads which can be booked for specific lessons. 

Additional computers are located in the library and a fully equipped computer suite, this 
includes a smartboard. This facility is timetabled to ensure equal access to all.  

A range of lower tech devices are available to support elements of the scheme of work; 
these include programmable robots, recordable tablets and data logging equipment.  

A range of software is purchased on subscription to support all aspects of the curriculum. 
Some software is specifically aimed at developing emerging skills in early learners. The 
curriculum is designed to ensure that the most able learners are challenged. 

Impact: 

Assessment, target setting and progress tracking 

Learning and progress is tracked against the Hexagons at KS2 and 3.  Where appropriate, 
these are also used at KS4 and 5 to support in tracking progress for the GCSE pupils. Data 
capture which takes place three times a year, encompasses formative assessment using the 
hexagons and Multi Agency Pupil Progress Meetings (MAPPM) outcomes. Progress is 
measured against school defined expected progress targets for each individual. Learning 
Leaders and the SLT identify progress that is less than expected and deliver targeted 
intervention and support 



Reporting  

Parents receive information relating to both academic and personal development progress at 
annual review and at the end of the year through the school report and the data report. In 
addition to this there are at least 2 parent consultation evenings per year and current 
progress and development is also shared and discussed with parents / carers at these 
meetings. 

Where applicable, E.G SATS and accredited subjects are reported to the DfE.  

Supporting learning at home 

A range of school subscribed software packages have home use facility. Education City and 
Mathletics are is used to set homework for pupils in main school classes for English and 
Maths and pupils become familiar with them through their engagement at school with the. In 
addition, families have access to Clicker 7. 

Enrichment 

The lunch time Computer Club supports pupils to explore technology and develop new skills. 
Pupils are supported to be safety aware when accessing programmes for leisure. 

Linked policies and documents 

St Mary’s Special School and 6th Form College Curriculum 
Curriculum overviews 
Safeguarding policy 
On-line safety policy 
Assessment and recording policy 
Remote Learning Policy 

 

 
 
 
 


